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The adventures of Bricket the
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Read six opinions of the
new Tarantino flick Page 22
It's an Eco-uh-oh
University proposes deregulation of
Arts Economics program
APRIL CUNNINGHAM
Staff Writer
The Board of Governors has
passed a motion to investi-
gate the possibility of dereg-
ulating' two economics pro-
grams at Laurier.
Deregulation finalized after
being passed by Board of
Governors. See page 2.
Honours Economics and
Accounting' and Honours
Economics and Financial
Management were recom-
mended for deregulation in
the report by the business
deregulation committee.
Now that the BOG has decid-
ed to look into the possibility
of deregulating these pro-
grams. Dr. Rosehart.
President and Vice-
Chancellor of Wilfrid
Laurier Uuniversity, will be
sending a proposal to the
Ministry of Training,
Colleges and Universities.
"Whether or not, these
programs can be deregulat-
ed, is by no means clear,"
says Dr. Alastair Robertson,
Chair of the Department of
Economics.
Although the programs
are part of the School of
Business and Economics,
they offer Arts degrees.
Students in Lau tier's
Business program, which is
now deregulated, receive a
Bachelor of Business
Administration (BBA).
Currently, it is against
provincial policy to deregu-
late any Arts programs. In
2002, Queen's University
attempted to remove legisla-
tive limits on tuition in its
Arts and Science programs,
but was unsuccessful.
"Whether or not
these programs can
be deregulated is
by no means clear."
-Dr. Alastair Robertson,
Chair of Economics
It is important to note
that the Honours Economics
program and the Business
Administration Option
offered to Arts students, will
not be affected.
Dr. Robertson says the
two programs were recom-
mended to be deregulated
because many courses
offered in upper years are
business courses. This
means a Business student
and an Economics student
could be paying- different
prices for the same class.
"
The students have access
to courses which are more
costly to deliver, in terms of
faculty and students could
end up on similar career
paths," says Dr. Robertson.
The time frame for the whole
process is uncertain. If the
Ministry reports back posi-
tively, discussion and
approval for the proposal
would take place within the
SB PI the Senate and the
Board of Governors. The
time of implementation, in
what years the deregulation
would apply and the premi-
um itself would have to be
determined.
The premium probably
wouldn't be $1,500," says Dr.
Robertson, referring to the
addition to Business tuition.
He says the value of a BBA
degree is probably higher
than a BA in Economics.
Dr. Robertson recognizes
that the same issues and
concerns that heated the
process of Business deregu-
lation apply here too. With
higher tuition rates, accessi-
bility to deregulated pro-
grams would decrease for
those who have limited
financial means. Some feel
this would lead to an elitist
student population.
"We have attempted to
address those issues by set-
ting a moderate premium
and by providing- additional
bursaries and funds," lie
says.
But the looming question
for the rest of Laurier s Arts
students remains. If these
Economics programs, which
provide Arts degrees, can be
deregulated, what's stopping
the school from deregulat-
ing every other Arts pro-
gram?
Melissa Moffat
Somebody went wee in this toilet. They, however, didn't flush
the toilet. Alas, this is the reality facing many Laurier students
when attempting to relieve their bladder or bowels whilst on
campus. Read a review of Laurier's washrooms on page 18.
Medler breaks rushing record
Running back rushes 173 yards for a total of 1070
yards on the season as the Hawks improve to 5-1
DEREK IWANUK
Sports Editor
Coming- off their only loss of
the season, which could
arguably be their most heart
breaking loss in recent-
memory. the Laurier Golden
Hawks Football Team went
up to Toronto to face the
Lions, blow off some steam
and also re-establish their
credibility in the CIS.
It did not take long for
the Hawks offense to come
out firing-. Midway through
the first quarter Ryan Pyear
hooked up with Andy
Baeehler on several passes to
move the ball into the York
red zone. Pyear finished this
aerial attack by connecting
with Bryon Hickey for a 13-
yard touchdown pass to give
the Hawks an early 7-0 lead.
On the next possession,
the Hawks began to estab-
lish their devastating run-
ning game in what turned
out to be a historic day for
Hawks running back Derek
Medler. Medler pounded the
ball down field, which set up
a nice pass from Pyear to
Hiekey to bring the ball
down to the two yard line.
On the following play,
Hiekey finished the job for a
two yard touchdown, bring-
ing' the score to 14-0.
This game had the mak-
ings of another Laurier
rout, but the Lions decided
to make a game of it. if only
for a short while. Early in
the second quarter Lions
running' back Andre Curry
broke through the Laurier
defense on his first carry of
the drive for a 62-yard
touchdown run. This
brought the score to 14 - 7,
but that would be as close as
the Lions would come. After
that big score the Hawks
defense stepped it up and
held the Lions to only 185
yards in total offence.
The Hawks secondary
was definitely the highlight
of the defense in this game,
as the secondary only
allowed 18 yards of passing
offense, as well as grabbing
one interception. As the
defense continually frustrat-
ed the Lions offense, the
Hawks offense began to
wear down the Lions
defense. Late in the second
quarter, after recovering a
Lions' fumble, the Hawks'
offense looked to put the
dagger in the heart of the
Lions before half time.
Fullback OJ Tasse had
arguably the best game of
his career as he ran for 67-
yards. One ofhis best carries
came late in the second
quarter as he barrelled down
to the York 14-yard line.
This set up Ryan Pyear for a
14-yard bootleg touchdown
ran to the give the Hawks a
commanding 27-8 lead with
only 37 seconds going into
halftime.
"It was definitely a
good
accomplishment...
we were just set
out to beat York,
but all the better."
-Derek Medler, Runningback
The second half' of the
game began with some
Laurier history being
rewritten. Derek Medler
broke the Laurier single sea-
son rushing record, previ-
ously held by Jim Reed, who
set the record back in 1977,
when Medler rushed for a
31-yard gain to bring the
I ■
ball into York territory.
"It was definitely a, good
accomplishment. It wasn't
really what I set out to do.
We were just set out to beat
York, but all the better," a
modest Derek Medler said
after the game. Medler fin-
ished the game by rushing
for a game high of 173
yards on 20 carries.
With the offense and
defense both contributing
heavily to the game, the
Laurier special teams was
not to be left out of the
action. Andrew Agro, after a
partially blocked punt, took
the ball to the house with a
40-yard touchdown return.
This all but sealed the fate of
the York Lions who fell to
two wins and four losses on
the season and who now find
themselves battling for a
playoff spot.
The Hawks however
looked as sharp on Saturday,
as they have all season and
look poised to make a run at
home field advantage
throughout the playoffs.
Yet. next week the Hawks
take on the number five
ranked team in the country
as the Queens Golden Gaeles
come to University Stadium
on Saturday in what could
clearly be the Hawks biggest
challenge of the season so
far.
OUA football standings
School GP W L PF PA
McMaster 6 6 0 311 62
Queens 6 5 1 284 94
Laurier 6 5 1 228 125
Windsor 6 4 2 210 124
Western 6 3 3 220 213
Ottawa 6 2 4 150 169
York 6 2 4 123 204
Guelph 6 2 4 118 216
Waterloo 6 1 5 105 257
Toronto 6 0 6 28 313
News
BOG passes deregulation
Student representatives walk out of
chamber in attempt to break quorum;
Laurier's BBA officially deregulated
BERNARD DAWSON
Staff Writer
Last Wednesday, October Ist,
Wilfrid Laurier University
joined the likes of Queen's
University, the University of
Toronto and the University of
Western Ontario by becoming*
one of only a few schools to
deregulate their Business
Administration program.
In an emergency meeting
the WLU Board of Governors
voted in favour of a motion to
deregulate the tuition of the
BBA program. This was the
final hurdle for deregulation
at Laurier and now only a
move by the new provincial
government can stop deregu-
lation from beginning with
next year's School of
Business and Economics
class.
"People haven't
been held
accountable and
now students are
being asked to pick
up the bill."
Dan Herman, WLUSU
President
Both Dr. Scott Carson,
Dean of the SBE and Dan
Herman, WLUSU President,
made presentations to the
assembled governors. Carson
was the first to speak and
arrived with a prepared
speech accompanied by a
Power-Point presentation.
Dean Carson outlined the
pro-deregulation position
during a 45-minute presenta-
tion which highlighted many
of the facts and answers that
have been given since dereg-
ulation was first seriously
discussed at Laurier.
Most of the facts present-
ed by Carson were centered
on the cost differences
between the MBA program
and the BBA program. As he
stated numerous times, "the
graduate students are the
ones funding the undergrad-
uate students."
Herman followed Carson's
presentation with a short
speech where he questioned
the deregulation plan and the
conditions that caused the
issue to be raised in the first
place, especially the debt of
the SBE. "People haven't been
held accountable and now
students are being asked to
pick up the bill."
When the issue was final-
ly brought to debate a num-
ber of relevant and serious
questions were raised
against deregulation.
Both faculty representa-
tive Kathie Cameron and stu-
dent representative Connolly
Aziz asked tough questions
that were never completely
addressed by Carson.
In fact, when Aziz
brought forward his con-
cerns about a lack of funds
being available to lower
income students, Carson stat-
ed that "students who are
getting the degree now are
underpaying."
Graduate student repre-
sentative Charles Borras
responded to the repeated
statements by those in favour
of deregulation saying that
they in fact wished they did
not have to implement it. "If
everyone is against it, why
do it?" asked Borras.
When called to a vote, the
motion was passed. The stu-
dent representatives, led by
Anthony Piscitelli, walked
out just before the vote in an
effort to lower the number of
members present to below
quorum. The act of protest
was for naught as the mini-
mum number of governors
needed to keep quorum
stayed in their seats to cast
their votes.
It was admitted both dur-
ing- and after the meeting
that the main reason the
meeting- was called at this
time was because the Ontario
election was to be held the
next day.
It seemed that the univer-
sity wanted to have the
deregulation issue passed
before the change in govern-
ment could hinder the
process. Deregulation will be
a reality at Laurier when the
class of 2008 arrives on cam-
pus next September.
Dan Herman, President of WLUSU (left). Dr. Rosehart, President of WLU (middle) and Dr. Scott Carson,
Dean of the SBE (right) were all apart of the BOG meeting where the tuition deregulation motion passed.
Election results are in
McGuinty's Liberals win provincial
election; Ontario students turned
away at various polling stations
COLIN DUFFETT
News Editor
The Ontario legislature will
be covered with Liberal red
for the next little while. The
provincial Liberal Party, led
by Dalton McGuinty, won a
commanding- 72 of 103 seats,
thereby forming a large
majority Ontario govern-
ment.
The Liberal Party replaced
the existing' Progressive
Conservative government,
which took only 24 seats
compared to the 56 seats they
had going* into last week's
election.
Locally, the incumbent
MPP, PC candidate Elizabeth
Witmer. was re-elected in the
Kitchener-Waterloo riding,
narrowly defeating Liberal
Party nominee Sean
Strickland by 1.503 votes.
New Democratic Party hope-
ful Dan Lajoie
finished in a
distant third
with 6,084 votes
but still well
ahead of the
other candi-
dates: Pauline
Hie h a r d s
(Green Party),
Lou Reitzel
(Family
Coalition),
Owen Allistar
Perg us on
(Independent) and Julian
Ichiro. (Independent),
In other ridings in. the
region of Waterloo, Ted
Arnott of the Progressive
Conservative Party won the
Waterloo-Wellington con-
stituency while the Liberal
candidate in the Kitchener-
The Liberal Party
replaced the PC
government, which
took only 24 seats
compared to the
56 they had one
week before the
election.
Centre riding, John Milloy.
defeated incumbent Wayne
Wettlaufer (PC) by 2,155
votes.
Meighan Doherty. WLUSU
Students' Union VP:
University Affairs, comment-
ed that having* Elizabeth
Witmer re-elected in the
Kitchener-Waterloo riding-
may be a good thing. She
feels that having Progressive
Conservative representative
in the legislature will help to
keep the new Liberal
McGuinty government in
check regarding post-second-
ary educational matters. She
cited Witmer's good relations
with the local students and
her continual backing' of stu-
dent related issues as some-
thing that may help WLU in
the long-run.
However, some students
in areas of Ontario weren't
able to have their say in the
election. In
areas such as
Thunder Bay,
Hamilton,
Toronto and
Ottawa. stu-
dents weren't
allowed to reg-
ister or vote in
their ridings in
advanced polls
or during
October 2nd.
S t udents
were turned
away with excuses such as, "
too bad, you should've prox-
ied" and "you should've voted
where your parents live."
Joel Duff, the Ontario
Chairperson of the Canadian
Federation of Students com-
mented, "It's outrageous that
students...are being discour-
aged from exercising their
right to participate in the
political process." Duff also
commented that students
were being threatened with
fines and possible legal
action if their address dif-
fered from what it claimed on
their drivers' licenses.
The Federation of
Students said in a press
release that they will contin-
ue to monitor the situation
and will consider possible
legal action as a result of the
discrimination against stu-
dents on election day.
Contributed Photo
Witmer (above) wins local riding
and McGuinty (below) will be
the next Premier of Ontario
AGCO dries off
Western Ontario
Three underage
girls caught
drinking in
on-campus bar
DAN POLISCHUK
Cord Intern
The University of Western
Ontario's Wet/Dry Program,
which allows underage stu-
dents to enter a bar but not
consume alcohol, took a hit
when the Aleohol and
Gaming Commission of
Ontario (AGCO) enforcement
officers at a student SBfnetib
bar named The Wave caught
three underage
girls drinking 1.
The Wet/Dry
Progv a m ~
which was into
its tenth year,
will be put on
hold until the
AGCO releases
an assessment
report. Two
things may
come out of
this report: The
London Police
Department
may have to lay charges
with respect to the violation
of the Liquor License Act
leaving' the courts to decide;
or the AGCO may revoke The
Wave's license or add new
conditions to it.
The fact that this year
has provided the double
cohort, which means, stu-
dents have graduated after
completing- grade 12, there
has been a higher risk of
underage drinkers in the
"It's an unfortunate
thing that's hap-
pened, but we will
continue to look
out for the inter-
ests of our under-
stand students."
Paul Yeoman, UWO Student
Council President
bars. Some could be as
young as 17-years-old.
Restaurant management has
some plans ready to imple-
ment, such as sectioning off
a glassed-in area or having
all-ages nights where alco-
hol would not be served. No
major construction will be
completed until The Wave's
management meets withrep-
resentatives from the
London Police Department.
Paul Yeoman, President
of UWO's Student Council
commented that the Wet/Dry
suspension applies to only
The Wave and The Spoke
bars. With the suspension,
students under the age of 19
-'are ndw not to be permitted
into the bars after 9:00 p.m.
"It's an unfor-
tunate thing
that's hap-
pened, but we
will continue to
look out for the
interests of our
underage stu-
dents," said
Yeoman.
The AGCO
had met with
UWO adminis-
trators earlier
this year about
changing the
program because of how the
financial responsibilities
could hurt the university.
Yeoman goes on to admit
that the decision ended up
affecting* many of the stu-
dents by limiting* their social
options.
Regardless of cost
though, construction will
have to happen to allow the
Wet/Dry Program to contin-
ue in the future.
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Bag O' Crime
COUNTERFEIT 1155 HRS
TUE SEPT 30/03
A staff member from Food
Services turned in a counter-
feit $20 bill which they had
found in their daily receipts.
The bill was turned of to
Regional Pohce.
SUSPICIOUS PERSON 1505
HRS THU OCT 02/03
Residence Life staff reported
that during the month of
September an unidentified
male has been seen in the
building asking to use the
phone. This individual leaves
without incident when asked
to do so. The only decription
provided is that he has dirty
blonde scraggly hair.
FALSE FIRE ALARM 0013
HRS FRI OCT 03/03
Witnesses report seeing" one
of five or six intoxicated
females cause a fire alarm by
activating a pull station at
the Peters Building. As they
fled the scene they were
reported to be yelling
obsceneties at students who
were studying. The individu-
als responsible were not
located.
MISCHIEF 0440 HRS FRI
OCT 03/03
Person(s) unknown smashed
the reai* window of a vehicle
parked in lot 3.
CAUSE DISTURBANCE 0210
HRS SUN OCT 05/03
Three WLU students were
involved in an altercation at
the Turret. The matter will be
forwarded to the Judicial
Affairs Council.
TRESPASS 1315 HRS SUN
OCT 05/03
A non WLU male was
charged with trespassing
when he was seen approach-
ing people in the Science
Building asking for money.
This individual has been pre-
viously warned about com-
ing onto WLU controlled
property.
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\ Headline: Monkeys at WLU (
I Two of the almost extinct stump-taii monkey species made \
ft their debut at WLU after a flight from Malaysia, via)
v Washington, A quickly disappearing breed because of the/
112 Vietnam War destroying their natural habitat, some monkeys)
were brought to North America full of shrapnel. (
The monkeys were seen as being valuable for research \
since they are "extremely docile and co-operative."
WLU tended to the animals, feeding them and helping to )
Ten questions: Lets get Shonked
JENNIFER ASSELIN
COLIN DUFFETT
News Editors
1. What do you envision the
Board of Directors accom-
plishing this year?
Well, our first major chal-
lenge was dealing with
deregulation. Although the
outcome wasn't what we
wanted to see, we raised a, lot
of concerns that students had
indicated to us in surveys
and things like that.
We tried to - as a first
strategy - see what we could
get for students in terms of
accessibility and compensa-
tion along with all the other
arguments we made.
Unfortunately I think the
administration of the school
kind of bought into the fear
argument that cuts were
going to have to be made
rather than taking a look at
themselves and looking at
where they could save our
money... rather than just
throwing it right on the stu-
dents and taking the easy
way out.
In terms of the rest of the
year we are going to have a
couple democratic forums to
give students a chance to
come out and talk about any-
thing and everything.
We also have market
researchers who are going to
be doing some surveys for us.
One is going to be more of a
first year general survey of
what WLUSU does for first
year students, what they get
out of us and what we could
be doing better for them.
Then we are going to look at
what fourth years have got-
ten out of the Students'
Union in their time here.
As well, we've got a lot of
directors who are interested
in a lot of social justice
issues, such as looking at the
school and where we get
clothing from in terms of
sweat shops, looking at how
the school is helping out the
people who need more
money, in terms of those who
need financial aid.
2- If you weren't able to get
what you want in terms of
deregulation, how do you
expect the University to listenwhen you voice the com-
plaints received at your com-
plaint booth?
In terms of the things com-
ing out of the democratic
lorum, we really won't know
until we actually have the
meeting itself. If it's a bigger
macro issue, like why is the
university growing so quick-
fy ar why is it doing what
its doing, then we have to
v. ii
a Pack and really
challenge the university and
look at the things they are
doing and what is going on.
Especially with the new
government in place and in
the past couple years a lot of
changes that have gone on at
Laurier because of the lack of
funding from the govern-
ment.
3. What are your thoughts on
the motion for student life
levy money going to bur-
saries?
The meeting a little while ago
about one of the motions that
was brought forward to look
at vising the student life levy
fully for bursary money.
Mow that's a catch-22
because that money is obvi-
ously there for students and
it is something that should be
used for them, but at the
same time it's money that is
used for students in a variety
of other ways and given the
fact as well that so much of
our money is integrated with
the university in an opera-
tional sense too, we have to
look at how feasible that
would be to actually go ahead
and use all the money for
bursaries.
4. You have reiterated that
the BOD is opposed to dereg-
ulation - now that the motion
has passed for it, what's the
next step for the BOD?
Our next step is that we have
created this deregulation
committee which has a pretty
wide mandate of investigat-
ing further Union involve-
"We never want to
see the day where
the SBE becomes
its own unaffiliated
college."
Colin Shonk, Chair of the
WLUSU Board
ment on deregulation.
At the same time, I think
what we do is we keep the
pressure on the school and
the Board of Governors. In
the end. ultimately we have
things at our disposal that
are there if the situation got
really dark but at the same
time, we went to Senate and
we had our concerned voice
and it was just the way the
school had done it.
I think that ultimately, all
of this will just fall on them
to make sure this works oth-
erwise the whole campus cul-
ture is going to suffer. We
never want to see the day
where the SBE becomes its
own unaffiliated college.
5. With recent disagreements
within the BOD, how would
you describe the atmosphere
and relationships among the
directors?
Rig-lit now I think they are
fantastic to be perfectly hon-
est. One of the beauties of
being on the Board and being
able to be able to discuss
these kinds of issues is that
people have the maturity to
separate the professional
from the personal.
When we are discussing
an issue, when we have a
motion on the floor, it's the
motion - the topie that you
are discussing - it should
never be the person that you
are getting mad at and I
think that's what we've had
so far this year, Sure we've
had some contentious issues
and some debates, but Fd
rather have us doing that
than doing nothing and so
people could never accuse us
of sitting around and never
talking about anything.
If some instances arise
where thing's are happening*
and Board members and
issues are getting personal
which I don't think will hap-
pen at all but in the case that
it does, there are ways that
we as a Board can take action
if we think that it's severe
enough but I never want to
get to the point.
6. What were your feelings
with the University's appar-
ent disregard for the stance
of the BOD regarding deregu-
lation?
Extreme disappointment. I
think that we spent a lot of
time over the summer look-
ing at various issues in
deregulation. We put togeth-
er a position paper on it,
which I think was a strong
rebuttal of a lot of the points
that the university was mak-
ing.
We looked at everything
from procedure to timing to
the funding fees and I think
that going into that Senate
meeting, everybody had a
chance to look at these things
but people had just made up
their minds. The fact that
there were letters sent from
the faculty deans and heads,
not so much threatening, but
just informing faculty mem-
bers that you should likely
vote in favour of this because
if you don't then your depart-
ment funding will get cuts,
it's a tactic that maybe could
be in a sense construed as
kind of being a threat or a
bribe.
The fact that they didn't
take our ideas into account
was extremely disappointing
but we are looking into what
we can do about it and I think
they should have given them-
selves time to look at other
ways that the program could
be delivered or just given
more time to look at the
holistic approach of either a)
letting the new government
have their chance of doing
what they want to do or b)
looking at how the program
could be changed. It was
pretty disappointing.
7. To what extent is it impor-
tant to remain on good terms
with University
Administration and how do
you balance that with your
ability to get what you want
either by iorce or by media-
tion?
Well, I think that with the
administration that we have
right now there are a lot of
people in the Students'
Union, student leaders who
have good relations with peo-
ple in the university.
It also means that we're
not going to be as antagonis-
tic all the time as other
Students' Unions might be
but the analogy you might
use is "you'd rather be inside
the room and have a seat at
the table than be outside of
the room all the time." That's
not to say that we aren't
forceful when we have to be
and I think that was clear
last year with professor eval-
uations and stuff like that.
This year with the whole
issue of housing and compen-
sation for students the uni-
versity isn't in a hugely bene-
ficial financial situation but
we said look at- this is
ridiculous that these people
are paying more at King St.
than someone who has a full
residence at Waterloo College
Hall. They don't have a show-
er in some cases. That excuse
is just getting old now. It's
where we have to fight for
the best interests of students
and we have the resources
and the clout to be able to do
that.
8. Do you think that the
University Administration
takes you seriously?
Yup. I don't think they'd
invest their time in meeting
with us and talking to us if
they didn't believe that we
have something- to give them.
I don't think they'd put stuff
up on their web site saying
"students donate $8 or $9
million if they didn't take us
seriously knowing that at
any point during the year we
could have the power to take
that away.
I know that there's been
times when we've been
accused of being- too close to
the administration in some
ways, but I think that by
virtue of the fact that we own
this building, we have busi-
nesses and there are times
when we have to take a stand
on issues. When we pick our
issues and when they come
up at certain times we take a
stand when we have to.
9. What is the most pressing
concern for students on cam-
pus at the moment?
I don't know if I could speak
for every single student here
but I think in a general sense
it would be classes, spacing,
infrastructure concerns,
when will buildings be fin-
ished. when are things going
to be done, just practical con-
cerns. I don't know if there is
any single issue this year
that's digging at everybody's
mind. I think there's a vari-
ety of things.
10. What 3 things would you
bring with you on a deserted
island?
A good book, or maybe a
newspaper like the New York
Times, a soccer ball and root
beer.
WLUSU
Colin Shonk, Chair of the WLUSU BOD, answers ten questions includ-
ing those on deregulation and relationships with administration.
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Idiot of the Week
THEFT UNDER $5000
2000-2130 HRS SAT OCT
04/03
A WLU student reported
his wallet stolen when he
left it unattended for a peri-
od of time.
- How many - One at first,
monkey butlers But he'll train
will there be?
'
others.
Turkey Forecast: Calling' for lots of turkey dumps and rain...ouch!
Exit polls predict results
LISPOP conducts exit polls at various
Kitchener-Waterloo polling stations -
a first for Canada
JEFFREY HAWKINS
Staff Writer
On the eve of the October 2nd
provincial election the
Laurier Institute for the
Study of Public Opinion and
Policy (LISPOP) hosted the
first ever exit poll, conducted
in Canada, which involves
predicting the outcome of an
election. Fifty Political
Science students armed with
Blackberries and question-
naires conducted over 500
interviews with citizens
regarding" voter information
outside of ten polling stations
across the Kitchener-
Waterloo area.
The first-time poll wasn't
without its problems stem-
ming* from Elections Canada.
One report from team captain
George Tadross highlighted
the problems experienced by
the majority of students con-
ducting* the polls: "polling*
officials were fine, to some
degree. But, for the most
part. I don't think they liked
us very much. Twice our
team was interrupted while
conducting surveys and was
forced to leave the property.
All that does is take away the
legitimacy of the project;
because voters think that we
are conducting' an illegal and
unethical poll."
"One time, a polling- offi-
cial brought out a [school]
principal explaining that
they didn't want us on school
property. No reasoning
behind it really, they just did-
"We weren't
protesters, we
weren't infringing
on anyone's rights;
we were simply
conducting a
research project."
George Tadross, LISPOP
team captain
n't want us there," said
Tadross.
"We weren't protesters, we
weren't infringing on any-
one's rights: we were simply
conducting* a research proj-
ect on voters as they leave
polling stations," he contin-
ued.
However, after the trouble
subsided, the results of the
poll were very accurate and
by 8:30 p.m. the exit poll sur-
vey predicted that Liberals
would get 49%, PCs 37% and
NDP 14%, In actuality the
Liberals received 46%, PCs
34% and NDP 14%.
Since Kitchener-Waterloo
is seen as a "bellwether" dis-
trict, meaning that K-W
results from the riding corre-
spond to the results you
would see across the
province.
Some of the more interest-
ing results from the poll were
the number of participants
that declared Health Care and
Education to be more influen-
tial on who they voted for
than the actual leaders of the
parties.
The predictions made
were not merely by chance,
explains Program
Coordinator Dr. Steven
Brown of WLU. "By running
the exit poll in Kitchener
Centre, long recognized as an
accurate bellwether of
Ontario election behaviour,
we'll be able to do more than
just speculate on why the vot-
ers did what they did - we'll
have reliable data supplied by
the voters themselves."
News Bites
Willard makes impact
On Thursday October 2nd,
the Net Impact chapter of
WLU held : the second of a
trio of speaker sessions in
the Schlegel Building*. The
speaker that was invited to
this session was author and
long-time IBM executive,
Bob Willard.
Originally planned to be in
the Sehieg'el Atrium, the
event was moved to: a small
lecture hall where it took on
a more ofa private conversa-
tion mood. The event was
attended by a small group of
MBA students who were
enthralled by Willard's wis-
dom and business lessons.
Net Impact is a network of
MBA students from around
the world. The next speaker
session will be October 9th
in. the ScMegel Atrium.
Fraser King
Wellhauser on the Net
David Wellhauser, past
WLUSU Vice-President:
University Affairs, has been
involved in organizing" a
group concerned with
strengthening the Waterloo
community, called
Watertooians.ea.
The group's current proj-
ect is creating educational
videos with emphasis on
•'hard-to-find" local informa-
tion . ' •; > '~ * -■' ■ t "
With a municipal election
coming- up November 10th,
the videos present inter-
views of candidates from all
wards. Candidates comment-
ed on pesticide banning- and
Waterloo's growth. Videos
available at the public
library.
Jill Speckeen
Kegger katastrophe
On Saturday October 4th,
police broke up a Marshall
Street keg party where they
seized 8 kegs of beer esti-
mated at $1,560.
The Waterloo Regional
Police charged the two
hosts, Laurier students,
with selling liquor without a
permit.
Since September, 175
charges involving liquor
have been laid against uni-
versity students in Waterloo.
"We don't have the exact
numbers (from last year)
available right now but we
can say the xitimber of
charges has risen," said Sgt.
Ken Jessop in an interview
with The Record.
Axi increased number of
underaged students attend-
ing university and an
increase in police surveil-
lance are said to be part of
the. influx of charges;
Jennifer Asselin
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Opinion
Tunnel vision success
Are you going somewhere, going through
the motions, or going with the crowd? If
you knew, you'd be there already
Bryn
Boyce
International
Editor
Stand in the Concourse some
time and revel in the speed and
blind self-importance with which
people go about their days.
Hundreds of people rushing- and
weaving through a maze of like-
minds. Each one of us pretends to
be veterans of expedience and
organization but we're really just
vagabonds.
We walk faster, talk faster,
type faster. We work more and
sleep less. We run up the DAWB
escalator as though the fate of
the free world depends on our
speedy ascent. We watch the
highlights and read the Coles
notes. We are a generation of
high-speed corner-cutters who
frequently lose meaning in
process. Mo one takes the time to
pause and take it all in. Task A
complete, begin Task B.
Wake up. Our lives have
become far too goal-oriented.
We all came to university
thinking tiiat it's some sort of
defining experience that will dis-
tinguish us from the proverbial
flock. Welcome to a subsection of
that flock. Each, of us with our
eyes on the prize. The cover of
Fortune Magazine, a place along-
side the great Nobel laureates or
a realized seven-figure wet
dream.
One of my more eccentric
high school teachers described
university-bound students as "a
pack ofravenous wolves scraping
and clawing- their way up." It was
then I realized just how well we
had all been groomed. I looked
around the classroom and
thought about how we had been
shaped into highly competitive,
goal-oriented students who
obsess about their grades and
future.
We all came to
university thinking
that it's some sort of
defining experience
that will distinguish
us from the
proverbial flock.
Now we're turning into competi-
tive, goal-oriented adults who
brood about high salaries and
leaving an individual mark on
the world when the gates open
after four years.
Coincidentally, somewhere
along- the way, and I can't pin-
point where, we also became
obsessed with individuality.
Ironically, to fulfill our obsession
we chose to adopt acrid, but 'dis-
tinguishing,' intangibles like
drive, desire for success and com-
petitiveness.
We gave up being content with
ourselves and our lives and chose
to strive for redefinition along-
far more stringent and confining
lines. In short, we gave up our
creativity in order to pursue com-
mon, highly-coveted societal
goals.
The problem is, our lives
aren't meant to be neatly pack-
aged or accessorized. I guarantee
there is no additional value to be
found in structure, planning or
organization. No one really
knows where they're going in
life, because if they did they'd
have to be there already. People
just fool themselves into a life
plan, adopt it as reality, and then
live their life with a severe case of
tunnel vision.
This whole quest for success
and individuality has really just
become life's treadmill. If you
ever got to the end. you'd look
back in anger for sinking so
much time chasing paychecks
and accolades instead of the more
fulfilling, and usually simpler,
aspects of' life.
Placing yourself inside the
rigid confines of "the road to suc-
cess" shuts doors that could so
easily be left open. It's a shame
because, after all, a change of
scenery and some fresh air is
about as much as anyone could
ever ask for in life.
The habits of hipsters
Cord Opinion takes a look at
underground culture, and a species
dangerously close to losing its identity
Stefan
Sereda
I'm
regressing
"hipster: a person who is unusu-
ally aware of and interested in
new and unconventional pat-
terns" - Webster's Dictionary
For a more accurate and up-
to-date definition of 'hipster,'
groove over to Phil's on an alter-
native nigi.it, or go shopping 1 for
some Value Village digs,
Ahhh, Value Village, A store
lias never been more aptly
named. At once, it is a camp
name for a place where hipsters
shop for camp products. The
word "village," though, seems
like a nostalgic throwback to
Greenwich tillage, beatnik poets
in cafes, jazz, folk and acid rock,
and the birth of a massive coun-
terculture movement.
Essentially, everything that the
hipsters hold sacred. You can
almost smell the dust on the used
clothes about to mingle with mar-
ijuana and incense on long
nights in your retro-style college
apartment or, for those so
opposed to contributing to the
system, your parents' basement.
So where does one catch a
whiff of 'value' in the air, when
it's masked by cannabis and con-
stantly being shaken up by
speakers pulsating- out the riff to
Led Zeppelin's "Whole Lotta
Love?" Well, the clothing is cheap
for one thing, because the
demand for old corduroy caps
and t-shirts reading "Johnson
Family Reunion" isn't much
more than a niche market... but
it's growing'.
The value of vintage clothing
is something else entirely for the
hipster, though. It's about find-
ing something rare, and individ-
ual. More effectively, vintage
clothing is subversion: it reminds
mainstream culture of their
empty trends and fads which
barely lasted a Warholian fifteen
minutes. This recycling act also
denies the GAPs of the world
some minute profits... sort of as a
"here's one potential exploitee
that won't fall in" statement.
Vintage clothing is
subversion: it
reminds
mainstream culture
of the empty
trends and fads in
its past.
The hipster, however, will
always be an endangered species.
Although this counterculture
will always thrive on being dan-
gerously close to run off the cliff,
there are new threats which
might send it tumbling.
Now more than ever, I would
call hipsters disenfranchised.
Ironically, it is the enfranchise-
ment of hipster culture that is
making- them go the way of the
dinosaur and the jazz cat. As
usual, commercialism and the
almighty brand caught on and
started marketing what was once
unpopular among- everyone but
the underground. Why? Because
there is edge in this originality,
and cool that may be used to
increase sales. Throughout histo-
ry, counterculture movements
have fallen victim to this treat-
ment until it was done to death.
For proof of this, consider the
history of disco. Once an under-
ground club scene, then the
biggest thing since... well plat-
form shoes... now everyone hates
disco and Travolta's career is
back in the dregs again. Still,
there was an enormous cash-in
while the fad lasted, and the only
harm done was a permanent
stain on the cultural memory.
Much like buffalo running off
a cliff though, the hipsters are
putting out this fire with, gaso-
line. Now that the indie scene has
been tapped by the corporate
market (American Eagle and
bluenotes in particular frequent-
ly pass their clothes off as vin-
tage), the hipsters aren't putting
up much of a fight. Non-confor-
mant conformity is the order of
the day, as paradoxical anti-
mainstream trends emerge
among this once-edgy group.
Punk becomes a sales pitch and
everyone is wearing* the same Mr.
T "I Pity the Fool" shirt. Mr. T
would kick your hero ass for try-
ing so hard to be cool among the
pretentious clique you belong to.
You didn't see the rest of the A-
Team wearing more jewelry than
Cleopatra, did you?
The only way for the hipster
species to survive is through
adaptation. This is a genus that
depends on hanging on the edge,
but also running in the opposite
direction of the herd as they
stampede towards the cliff.
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Do you hate hipsters? Crowd followers? Feminists? Chauvinists? Censors?
Curse-words? Your boss? Your subordinates? The Union? Brantford students? Caterpillars.
Write a letter... letters@wlusp.com
Brantford gets shafted on buses
Jeffrey
Kitchens
Opinion-
Editorial
To sum up my three key
points...oh sorry about that.
Hi there. My name is Jeffrey
Kitchens and I'm writing' on
behalf of the Editor-in-Chief'
of the Sputnik for this issue.
I was contacted by Mr.
Murphy's legal representa-
tion just last week. They
informed me that he had stip-
ulated to them that if ever he
was shafted by his campus
representatives for a school
bus to take a group of
Brantford students to a
Board meeting in Waterloo
and was forced to walk
instead, I was to supplement
his journalistic magnificence
with some of my own,
I'd last heard that Mr.
Murphy was approaching
Waterloo in drenched Diesel's
and disheveled hair. To add
insult to serious injury, Mr.
Murphy made a phone call to
my friend and associate
Vincent Potisan to report on
his tiresome trudge. I was in
the study having- some
brandy when I overheard
Vincent on the cell chuckling
to what sounded like mind-
less incoherent babbling
between a violent volley of F-
bombs. It was a safe assump-
tion to say that Mr. Murphy
was perturbed. Vincent spoke
of" the conversation later,
almost in a daze. He
remarked, that Mr, Murphy
was quite annoyed with the
events leading* up to Ms soli-
tary stroll to the main cam-
pus. And the fact that many-
a-school bus had gone rocket-
ing" by at macli 8; an efferves-
cent reminder of what
could've been did not bode
well for his battered sense of
optimism. To those of you
unfamiliar with our editor's
plight, lie had launched a
petition asking that the main
campus Board of Directors
honourably consider an elec-
tion this year for Laurier
Brantford students wherein
they could democratically
participate in determining*
who represents them next
year. While I've been told that
over 200 students signed
such a petition, he had also
planned that some 48 of his
fellow students accompany
him on a bus to an October
Bth BOD meeting- at the main
campus.
Mr. Murphy then
approached his Campus
Commissioner about secur-
ing a bus, and was initially
met with support. This sup-
port was ill-fated as she told
Murphy the day before the
meeting on October the 7th
that there would be no bus as
she didn't think such a trip
was worth spending $200 of
their Transportation budget
on. Left high-arid-dry.
Murphy decided to thumb his
way to the main. While met
with success by a group of
sheepies outside Paris who
applauded Ms vigor, Murphy
found himself alone in the
corn. Routine calls to Coco
and Vincent for support were
all he could muster. Funny,
but I don't remember Mr.
Murphy ever owning a cellu-
lar phone. In fact in recollec-
tion I recall lie was quite ver-
bose in discussing the prob-
lems with those animals,
quite a lot of beef he had with
them he did.
So the stage is set so to
speak. While our editor is off
walking, petition in hand,
Vincent and I have been pon-
dering the future. I for one
hope that one day our stove
will learn to speak six lan-
guages and clean itself
through the sound of a clap.
Vincent is shooting a movie
about our editor. It is entitled
Vive la Sheepie. It's a short
film discussing the lack of
support for student initiative
on the Brantford Campus.
While he and I have spent
long nights discussing such
issues, it looks as though
now he has been told by those
representing him that to
make any change in
Brantford, going through
the appointed structure is
best. If he had made a meet-
ing and given them three
weeks notice instead of two
then perhaps things might
have been different. If he
hadn't discussed a social
gathering at Will's for those
who've never been then quite
possibly WLUSU might've
had a harder time saying no.
What can we learn from Mr.
Murphy?
Maybe it's that taking ini-
tiative is unwelcome if it
inhibits the current struc-
ture. Maybe its that while
main Laurier students get to
attend a Board meeting* if
they like, Brantford students
have no means outside of per-
sonal vehicular or two-foot
taxis. Perhaps it's that an
organized group of 40-phis
students doesn't merit $200
of their own money for a bus
so that they can interact with
their student government on
a level never before attempted
in Laurier Brantford's five-
year history. Staying with
the bus issue, how can Pike
parties pub crawls, and
Homecoming warrant buses
while Brantford students
hoping to voice some ideas
and concerns to their student
reps not?
Vincent and I hope that
youngish Mr. Murphy makes
it to the main in time for sup-
per, warm coeoa, and the
meeting. People are behind
him that's for sure. I only
hope that more will follow.
Letters to The Cord
Pikecoming 'riot' result of
poor organization
How is it that out of the
1,750 (let's assume intelli-
gent) people who attended
Pikeeoming, not one seems
able to get to the bottom of
what caused the mishaps of
last September 27?
Wilbur McLean seems to
think that O-Week volun-
teers exasperated the situa-
tion by not helping out their
WLUSU peers. One O-Week
leader informed me that
upon offering assistance,
said same volunteers
informed him, that: "his help
was not needed" and that
"everything is under con-
trol."
Trevor Zeyl seems to •
think that the fault lies in
200 - 300 counterfeit ticket
holders, a statistic that I
must challenge. Since every-
one in attendance still has
their ticket, and as far as I
can tell, few tickets were
actually checked, where does
this statistic come from, Mr.
Zeyl? However, the Pikes are
a resourceful bunch of guys
so maybe they deduced this
based on the fact that they
ran out ofalcohol, something
that shouldn't have occurred
due to the prior knowledge of
how many would be in atten-
dance. But I mean, with that
fantastic system in place for
alcohol delivery and those
six taps going full tilt all
night, everyone probably
drank more than their fairshare right? Maybe that
explains why they ran dry
maybe.
Ms. Asselin seems to solve
the puzzle and blames every-
thing on drunken 'rioters'.
We can't possibly blame riot-
ers as the cause of the nights
mishaps. No. more aptly,
they are the result of a poor-
ly organised event. In fact,
one would think this was
Pikeeoming 1 not number 9
based on the night's events.
For those not in attendance
here is a chance to see what
you missed.
You see I will be having- a
kegger this weekend.
Everyone is going to wait an
hour and a half to get into
the yard. You will give me
$25 to do so. Once inside
expect to wait 10 15 min-
utes for each drink (assum-
- ing you are my buddy or an
attractive young* lady). Now
here's the fun part: at 1:00am
when it runs dry, everyone
will be asked to stand outside
hi tlje rain and the cold for
an additional three hours
before going home. Hope to
see 1,650 people there.
As one concerned WLU
student told me last
Saturday, "On Thursday I
went to two keggers. One
was already shut down by
the cops, and the other was
dry and 1 had a better time
than I did at Pikeeoming".
That about sums it up,
Dave Howden
4th year Business
Rage in proportion to lack of
representation
Oh September 30 an NDP
motion to hold a referendum
on proportional representa-
tion was voted upon in the
Canadian House of
Commons, Thanks to
Canadian media-ocracy,
exemplified by newspapers
like The Toronto Star
(Liberal) and The Globe and
Mail (Liberal), this issue
received no attention
before -or after- it was defeat-
ed 145-78. The defeat was led
by the Liberals who occupy
54% of the seats in the House
of Commons, despite that
they received only 41% of the
popular vote in the last
Canadian Election.
While the Canadian media
is content to report on the so-
called "talks" (read: postur-
ing*) between the Digressive
Convervativ.es and the
Canadian Republican
Conservative Alliance, the
New Democratic Party con-
tinues to come
up with innovative new
ideas, such as the Green
Transportation initiative and
the Change the System cam-
paign, which go largely
xmxnentioned in the press.
Proportional representa-
tion, which would replace
Canada's out of date, first-
past-the-post voting system,
is founded on the principle
that a party
should get a number of seats
proportional to its popular
support. Under this system,
if 51.5% of Ontarians voted
for the Liberals federally
then they would be repre-
sented by 51,5% of Ontario's
members of parliament (or
53 MPs); not 94% (97 MPs)
as they are now. Because of
Canada's undemocratic elec-
toral system, in most Ontario
ridings, those citizens who
do not vote for the Liberals
are not represented; their
votes do not count, and their
views are not represented.
Canadian voters are not apa-
thetic. they are realistic.
There are merits to propor-
tional representation and
there are limitations;
Canadians deserve a choice
about the future of democra-
cy in Canada, and, more
importantly, Canadians
deserve to know what ..their
choices are.
Until proportional repre-
sentation gets the support it
deserves, I'd like to suggest a
new voting strategy: we start
by assigning a number of
randomly selected riding dis-
tricts to each party, relative
to that party's popular sup-
port. Then we should all
pack up and move to a riding
designated to the party of
our choice... and finally, we
will vote for that party, and
get the representation we
deserve, I know this sounds
confusing, but it's the only
chance Canadians have to
make each of our votes
count... well, at least for a
while.
David Alexander
3rd year English
Cord needs to lay off the
oppression, Ontarion says
I'm writing- to express con-
cerns that I have with an
advertisement that has
appeared in the last two
issues of your paper.
The ad, which is so pixel-
latecl that I am unsure of the
name of the club, appeared
on page 5 of your Sept 24
issue, and page 21 of your
Sept 17 issue. The ad gratu-
itously displays a woman in
a sexualized and objectifying
pose.
Most shockingly, the
woman's head has been
cropped from the photo,
effectively making* her into
an object rather than a per-
son. This ad is sexist and
offensive.
The more images like this
we see. the more the idea
becomes engrained in us that
women are beings who are
available for men's sexual
pleasure. Because we tend to
adhere to this ideology
whether we are conscious of
it or not, images like this
contribute to an environment
that allows women's rights
and needs to be disregarded.
As editor of a student
newspaper, I sympathize
with your publication's need
to • bring- in revenue.
However, as the student
press prides itself on creat-
ing alternative and progres-
sive publications, we cannot
allow ourselves to be a part of
the sexism and stereotyping
that so many mainstream
publications are.
I urge you to apply a
stricter standard to your
advertisers.
Erinn White
Editor-in-Chief
The Ontarion Student
Newspaper
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Paying the cost to be the boss
At a school full of people seeking to run the office, it
helps to learn from those who may work under us
Brendan
Jones
Extra-value
spiel
October is here, bringing*
with it midterms,
Oktoberfest, Jack Black and
the wrath of Mother Nature.
Her carpet-bombing cam-
paign of late, in the lead-up
to the invasion of winter, has
made me seek refuge on the
city bus. Circulating- through
the arteries of Waterloo in
this little silver cylinder, peo-
ple from all walks of life find
asylum from the showers and
winds outside. It was inside
this sanctuary that, while
outside the skies were dark,
everything all of a sudden
became clear.
It was all wrinkled sleeves
and poker faces inside this
steel gauntlet. Back to a
notch dug in society's weath-
ered crust, one man's vindic-
tive intent could have been
cut with a knife. He keeps the
variety section and gives the
rest of the paper to a nearby
female. She tells him she
"remembers when buses were
nicer," that "there's no digni-
ty in plastic seats." He prais-
es his boss for understanding
lie would be late, but there
was something about the way
she said "the only good boss
is the one that's dead." As
some chuckled, the work
ethic suddenly crumbled into
"them and us," and all these
specters of class structure
turned from edify to reality.
Just when the world
seemed so simple it knocked
me over with a silent left
hook: we are all aspiring to
one day become the boss but
the people who really put us
here think the only good boss
is the one that's dead.
Siegfried and Roy's tiger
exemplifies my point. We
come to university to attain
middle-class righteousness
and become so self-absorbed
we entirely forget why socie-
ty invests in our education in
the first place. Don't look up
from what you're doing,
ignorance is bliss. The world
is feeling twice as cold and
there's no more disguising-
the decay, yet we believe the
lies that come from a suit and
tie. Just like a child with a
toothache we take our candy
with a grin before we notice
the decay.
For us the cozy middle-
class job is the achievement,
the paycheck is our pride and
our dignity will come from
the 9 to 5. You can say "get
your study hall out of my
recess" all you want. You can
try and change the channel,
but it doesn't change the end.
We are setting ourselves
We are all aspiring
to be the boss but
the people who
put us there think
the only good boss
is the one that's
dead.
up to hand back hard times
to the people who are holding
them and could we really
care less? We don't even talk
about the things they've tried
to teach: indifference is all
we've really learned. Petty
issues are often complained
about; the world is pretty
boring when it revolves
around us.
We drown ourselves in a
culture of peace while turn-
ing our back to the beast. We
want to believe that it's not in
our hands, that we can't
affect the outcome. It is so
easy for us to pretend there's
somebody else who gives a
damn, but so hard to forget.
So as the slow decay of the
world dictates that they just
accept their place and take a
paycheck without question-
ing the order, there was nev-
ertheless dignity in plastic
seats that day.
Censorship should fuck right off
Columnist Moore evaluates how editing out provocative
material is aiding in the creation of an ignorant culture
Dillon
Moore
This is
bizarre
I knew what I was getting'
into when I sat clown to
watch the "uncut" version of
Quentin Tarantino's
Reservoir Dogs this past
weekend on A&E. It's been
years since I last saw it, but I
still remember the visceral
shock it delivered to me then
with its vulgarity, violence,
and dark humour. Minutes
into viewing- it on television, I
realized I'd been had - the
term "uncut" is apparently
elastic. To put it frankly,
every utterance of the word
"fuck" (in all its various
mutations) had been
removed, or more madden-
ingly, replaced with goofy
overdubs, stich as "forget
you."
To remove all the
instances of the term must
have been an arduous task.
The channel at one point even
put up a trivia blurb to
inform viewers the word
"fuck*' (coyly, referred to as
the "f-word") had been used
in the movie 252 times. But
the outcome of this attempted
purification was to create
such an obvious omission
that the censored word was
highlighted rather than
obscured. No adult or child
with any measure of worldli-
ness could have watched the
film without noticing that
each blank in the dialogue,
and each lip movement with
no corresponding sound,
absolutely screams for the
inclusion of the word "fuck."
The outcome of
this attempted
purification was to
create such an
obvious omission
that the cut word
was highlighted.
More bizarre than this is
what the programmers
included. Racial slurs that
would never pass in polite
society, the term "Goddamn"
(potentially of greater offen-
sive quality to people of
faith), and of course, massive
amounts of fake blood and
simulated violence; all these
were deemed admissible. It is
unlikely that a concerned
parent would let their child
sit through the famous ear-
severing torture scene only
to then erupt in rage at the
general overuse of vulgarity.
This issue of acceptability
has recently been raised in
connection to a photo of a
thong-bedecked backside
printed in The Cord. Rather
than further exhaust the
main lines of argument, I
would like to turn to another
photo printed in The Cord,
which to my knowledge no
one has reacted to. In the
International section of the
September 24 issue, a photo
of a Liberian soldier and his
very young-looking victim
appeared. The soldier holds a
weapon over the face of the
small figure, who is lying in
the fetal position. Fragments
flying from beneath the head
suggest the gun has just
been fired. The argument
against printing the thong
picture relies on suspecting
the motives of those who
present it and those who view
it. The argument for printing
the photo of the killing, how-
ever, seems to rely on the
power of undeniably horrific
documentary evidence to
move the viewer to empathy
and action. I know the for-
mer reasoning seems far too
cynical, but I fear the latter to
be too optimistic.
Tarantino's Reservoir
Dogs addresses the nature of
such ignored tragedies. The
torturer steps outside for a
moment to fetch gasoline
from his car: the world is full
of sunshine, and the laughter
of children and takes no
notice of the Hell in the ware-
house.
As W. H. Auden observed
about suffering, "the dogs go
on with their doggy life and
the torturer's horse scratches
its innocent behind on a
tree." I wonder if those who
would control what we see
really know what it is they
desire to end.
Contributed photo
Just how many of these fucking guys end up dead? Oh shit, 1
just spoiled the ending for all the assholes who haven't seen it.
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Roaring at the bigots
Brittany
Lavery
Pen & Ink
Soapbox
If your English teacher asked
you for a conventional defini-
tion of the word masochism,
what would yon say?
Probably something along
the lines of taking pleasure
from one's own pain, rig-lit?
While this explanation of the
word is certainly correct by
Oxford's standards, if you're
Women's Liberation
Movement leader Gloria
Steinem. a masochist is
defined as a woman who is
not a feminist. While a little
extreme, it's understandable
why a non-feminist woman
in the '60s or '70s would have
been seen as masochistic—
even in the mere acceptance
of her own unjust and humil-
iating* status.
"But," you think, "that
was years ago. Women have
all the rights they fought for.
What is the need for femi-
nism in the 21st century?"
Yes, women now do have
equal legal standing- with
men. I venture to say, howev-
er. that legality is not the
only facet of feminism. In
numerous other areas of life
in North America there
emerges a new aspect of fem-
inist thinking-: one that is
appropriate to modern socie-
ty and to a cutthroat Western
culture.
One of the most popularly
conceived myths about femi-
nism is that it's a cult of psy-
chotic, angry women with
chips on their collective
shoulders and pickles up
their collective asses, who
will pick a fight with some
poor unsuspecting* sod who
holds the door open for them.
This is simply a total
stranger taking some time
out of his (or her) day to
show you some respect. Most
people with sense realize this.
Rather, this portion of femi-
nism is about refusing' to be
looked down on because . of
gender, A guarantee of legal
rights under Section 15 of
the Charter of Rights and
Freedoms does not negate the
possibility of condescension,
especially in the corporate
world. Many women
employed within a profes-
sional business environment
(law, insurance, etc.) will
admit that it is still very
much a man's world—that
snide remarks are made
about PMS, maternity leaves,
and even about a woman's
ability to perform her job sat-
isfactorily, let alone to exceed
expectations. While Section
15 ensured her of being hired
in such a position, among
these corporate bigots it does
not insure her against the
subtle attacks of rednecks in
business suits.
Also, in North America we
live in what is now practical-
ly a cliche: a media-saturated
culture. If one views adver-
tisements, TV shows, films,
and music videos closely, it is
obvious that gender stereo-
types are still adhered to. In
music videos, women are por-
trayed as scantily-clad,
gyrating members of a
harem: expendable, nameless
entities who serve the
singing man's pleasure,
nothing more. Another
stereotype is seen through
commercials: in laundry
detergent, dishsoap, and
advertisements for other
household cleaning products,
it is always a woman pictured
using the product. On the
other hand, in beer commer-
cials, men are always pic-
tured as drinking—the big-
breasted, white, thin, pretty
girls just come with the pack-
age.
From the corporate world
to the media, it's obvious that
although women and men
are legally equal, gender
labels and perceptions of fem-
ininity still exist. I argue that
a new vision of feminism
warrants self-acceptance,
determination, and a toler-
ant, positive outlook towards
the world. I like to think I
don't have a pickle up my ass
but I won't be looked down
upon because I have two X
chromosomes.
"I am woman. Hear me
roar".
Shifty's
Top10...reasonswhyso
p ci u few
votedNDP
10. The colour orange clashes with most power suits and American
Eagle getups
9. Even though many students buy Che Guevera posters and listen
to Rage Against the Machine, most of these people still have no
idea what socialism is
8. Howard Hampton really sucks at bribing people
7. An extra tax bracket for the rich would prevent them from betting
obscene sums of money on endangered snow leopard fights
6. In the throes of a magic mushroom trip, votes were thrown away
to the MMP
5. Green Transportation would steal thunder from Fast-and-the-
Furiousmobiles
4. Dalton McGuinty's all-kitten diet gave him unforeseen sex
appeal
3. Election night conflicted with a Reclaim-the-Streets party, keep-
ing many beatniks and hippies away from the polls
2. Potential voters were told "voting is for chumps"... by
Mephistopheles himself
...and the number one thing that contributed to my disapproval of
how this election turned out is:
Strategists who should stick to playing RISK voted their own
party out of official status by stampeding to vote Liberal... all
so the vile Conservatives would lose
Opinion 9wmui\nAv October 8.2003
B MM < / ' % . *sss* m■El .
.
j&W&r? iSP ' X "/*>% >V f|K.4 11
~• - p*
-
- ajj^H
Ik <s "tj-- *w £-•
Hi - - lj| ;•■/
. JV
'
'
•
«
-. w ... r- p
' €|
, dM |' :
~
;
.**■
'
-
v
112
«, '***&■ glfe
y - flfe . liKr.
V: ....■:' ■
It A lw«® t■ifc— jaMfc,
..
*■• * iWlßlliilliyillfflffl v-:.-:lj
|Q |
**
335(5&195!5 ASfffVIBBSSffI Sl&S>9>li&!, ©&S5 WHS!.
./«>/ ask this star player. Or the magicalfairies dancing around his bead.
k e s www.OLGC.ca
• For more information call 1-800-387-0098 pour renseignements en frangais. I lAIVKNOW YOUR LIMIT, PLAY WITHIN IT! DDllfl IUE
The Ontario Problem Gambling Helpline 1-888-230-3505. I bIU LllsL
PROLINE is governed by the Ruiesrespecting PROLINE which are available from theOLGC upon request, ihese Ruhss containlimitations of liability. Sport lottery products are not associated with, sponsored by, authorized by, or endorsed by, any sports league, memberteams, players, athletes,personalities, or other affiliates in any way. You mustbe a minimum of 18 years of age toparticipate. OLGC may. a? any time and at its soie discretion, refuse toissue ticketsbearing any selection and may limit theaggregate wagering or prize payout.
International
Cycle of violence accelerated
Bomb blast in Haifa, Israel kills 19,
wounds 51; Israel retaliates and
strikes targets in Gaza City and Syria
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
Violence has continued to
escalate in the Middle East as
Israeli and Palestinian forces
rapidly exchanged blows this
weekend. President George
W. Bush's "Road Map to
Peace" has severely broken
down leading the way to a
rash of violent attacks in the
region.
Just one day before the
Jewish holiday, Yom Kippur,
a blast ripped through a
crowded restaurant area in
the Israeli city of Haifa. The
female suicide bomber has
claimed the lives of 19 people
and sent 51 to the hospital
injured.
The new Palestinian
Premier-designate, Ahmed
Qorei, has condemned the
attacks and formally asked
that all Palestinian factions
"immediately stop these oper-
ations targeting civilians
which negatively impact on
the Palestinian cause."
Israeli Prime Minister,
Ariel Sharon, blamed the
Palestinian Authority for the
blast, citing its failure to ade-
quately deal with the
Palestinian terrorists. The
dissolution of Palestinian ter-
rorist organizations was at
the top of Israel's requests
during "Road Map" negotia-
tions this summer.
"Israel demands that the
Palestinian Authority take
immediate steps to dismantle
the terrorist structures and
to stop other attacks in
preparation," stated David
Baker, a spokesperson for
Sharon.
In what is being regarded
as a retaliatory strike, Israel
war planes struck a complex
in the hills outside
Damascus, Syria. The strike
came on the eve of the 30th
anniversary of the 1973
Middle East war, but Israeli
officials claim the target was
chosen because it was a
Palestinian terrorist training
camp. Syria and Israel are
still technically at war,
despite not engaging in hos-
tilities since 1973.
The Islamic Jihad, who
have claimed responsibility
for the Haifa bombing,
denied any connection to the
facility in Syria.
Hours after the Haifa
attack, Israel launched a hel-
icopter attack into Gaza City,
striking a purported
weapons depot on Rimal
Beach and another residence
on the southern edge of
town.
"Israel had to send
the message it can-
not be repeatedly
struck with impuni-
,
//
ty
-Dore Gold, Adviser to Ariel
Sharon
"Israel had to send the
message it cannot be repeat-
edly struck with impunity,"
stated Israeli adviser, Dore
Gold.
This Damascus strike
marks the first Israeli incur-
sion into Syria in 30 years
and military analysts fear
that the attack could widen
the conflict beyond just Israel
and Palestine. Many Arab
leaders in the region have
denounced Israel's attack as
"state terrorism."
The Syrian government
has sent a letter of complaint
to UN Secretary-General Kofi
Annan, who has himself con-
demned Israel's incursion.
The resolution seeks interna-
tional consensus in condemn-
ing the raid but there are
some murmurs that the U.S.
may veto it. The U.S. has
urged both sides to restrain
themselves, but has also stat-
ed its belief that Syria is "on
the wrong side of the war on
terrorism."
The Israeli government
has been sharply criticized
for continuing on with its
security wall, which cordons
off areas in Palestinian terri-
tories. U.S. Secretary of State
Colin Powell condemned the
wall calling it "illegal" and
also noted that the recent
Israeli tender permitting the
construction of 660 Jewish
settlements is "unhelpful."
The Israeli embassy in
Moscow announced that,
"until Yasser Arafat cuts
down channels supporting
terrorists, including finan-
cial ones, Israel will have to
take all possible measures to
protect its citizens."
Contributed Photo
This man, whose name is Omar, points at the remnants of a suspected Islamic iihad terrorist training
camp. The facility was hit by Israeli warplanes marking the first Israel incursion into Syria in 30 years.
Japanese raid hotel
500 Japanese men engage in mass sexfest at Chinese
hotel on 72nd anniversary of Japan's invasion
TYLER WILLIAMS
Cord International
Chinese-Japanese relations
were strained once again by
reports of a massive orgy
held by hundreds of Japanese
businessmen with a similar
number of Chinese prosti-
tutes. Chinese police have
detained several suspects
that were involved in this
incident.
It was rumoured that the
frenzied fornication involved
as many as 500 Japanese
businessmen and roughly
400 Chinese prostitutes,
some as young as 16 and as
old as 37. Guests in the hotel
reported that the Japanese
tourists were openly fondling
and groping the prostitutes
in the lobby and elevators.
One Japanese tourist stat-
ed that "we came to play with
Chinese girls!" when, he was
asked about the nature of his
visit to China. Kong- Q,uan, a
representative from the
Chinese Foreign Ministry
stated that the incident was
"extremely odious" and
requested that the Japanese
government "strengthen
[the] education of its citizens
in this regard."
The three day sex romp
ran from September 16th to
September 18th in the south-
ern Chinese city ofZhuhai. in
the International Conference
Centre Hotel. The 18th of
September marked the 72nd
anniversary of the 1931
Japanese invasion of China.
This date is considered to be a
day of national humiliation
by the Chinese people.
The torrid affair has
spawned vitriolic commen-
tary on many internet mes-
sage boards, many of which
accuse the Japanese of delib-
erately exploiting the
anniversary. Many messages
called for an all out boycott of
Japanese goods, "Don't by
Sony walkmans. Don't buy
Guangzhou Honda ... Let's
start from here."
Even the state-controlled
newspaper has been printing
uncharacteristically lurid
articles about the incident.
An online survey conducted
on a Chinese website,
sohu.net, revealed that out of
85,000 respondents. 90% felt
that the orgy was conducted
deliberately on the anniver-
sary to humiliate the Chinese
people.
Recent relations between
Japan and China have been
rocky due to several diplo-
matic confrontations. There
has been heavy competition
between the two countries to
secure a pipeline deal that
would provide either country
with Russian oil. This compe-
tition has been coupled with
the recent death of a north-
ern Chinamen as a result of
unearthed Japanese chemical
weapons dating back to the
end of the Second World War.
Following his death, the
Chinese government request-
ed a formal Japanese diplo-
matic apology.
As for the Zhuhai schlock
fest, the Chinese officials
have once again stated that
they will be pressing the
Japanese government to edu-
cate its citizens to act in "a
more responsible manner."
Haitian protests
paralyze city
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
The small carribbean island
of Haiti has been shaken by
protests and violence as
street gangs demand the res-
ignation of President Jean-
Bertrand Aristide.
On September 23rd, Amiot
Metayer, leader of the
"Cannibal Army" street gang
was found dead on the hill-
side near Saint Mare.
Metayer escaped a Gonaives
prison via a bulldozer jail-
break in August of 2002, and
had been a fugitive since.
Since his assassination,
protestex*s have rallied
against the government and
the police who they accuse of
being behind or involved in
Metayer's murder. The gov-
ernment denies the allega-
tions and has tried to quell
the protesters who have used
the opportunity to criticize
Aristide.
The Cannibal Army was a
key supporter of Aristide, but
even they have become fed up
with his rule and joined the
many citizens in opposition.
"We are fed up with Aristide,
with his bloodthirstiness and
economic incompetence," rice
importer Jeantillion Louizor
said.
The police have been criti-
cized for their poor handling
of the protests. American
ambassador, James Foley,
expressed his regret over the
loss of innoncent life in the
violence and described the
police tactics as an "excessive
and blind use of force."
In retaliation to the police
violence, gang' members
torched the police chiefs resi-
dence and set four other gov-
ernment buildings ablaze in
Gonaives.
So far 10 people have been
killed in the violence and
over 30 have been wounded.
Recently, a survey con-
ducted by Professor Johann
Graf Lambsdorff of Passau
Univeristy in Germany and
his team of international aca-
demics concluded that Haiti
was the third most corrupt
nation in the world. The
Corruption Perceptions
Index (CPI) is an annual
study that aims to rate the
world's nations based on
their corruption. Finland
topped this years list, while
Canada sits tied for 11th.
"Down with Aristide" is inscribed on the wall behind this Haitian
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International news
A Russian-backed
candidate takes the reins
Chechens go to polls to choose change. Much like in
Ontario, there's nothing genuine to be found.
KRIS COTE
Cord International
Russia came one step closer
to withdrawing- from
Chechen territories this past.
Sunday. In an expected out-
come, Russian-backed
Chechen Presidential candi-
date Akhmad Kadyrov
received 81.4% of the vote.
Kadyrov, a former rector
of the Islamic Institute in
Chechnya, fought against the
Russians in the 1994 civil
war. He changed course in
1999, siding with the
Russians and became the
head of the Russian adminis-
tration in Chechnya.
Kadyrov is not set to take
over as President from
Anatoly Popov, currently the
acting President. The last
elected President was the
rebel leader Asian
Maskhadov, the separatist
who was elected in 1997. He
has since been declared a ter-
rorist by Russia and removed
from power. Leading up to
the election it was apparent
who the Russian government
backed and who was going to
win.
Kadyrov s two main oppo-
nents, Malik Saidullayev and
Aslanbek Aslaklianov, did
not appear on the ballot
Sunday. Aslakhanov dropped
out of the race in mid-
September after he was
offered a high-ranking job
within Vladimir Putin's
administration. Not long
after, Russian courts ruled
that Saidullayev was ineligi-
ble to run in the election.
The election was seen as a
farce by the international
community. Russia was
recently angered when the
US State Department
denounced the election as
'rigged.' UN and EU
observers were not present
on Sunday, stating- that they
feared their safety would be
at risk. Kadyrov said that he
regretted observers not being-
there to see the calm atmos-
phere in which the elections
were held. The 30.000
Russian soldiers stationed in
Chechnya were also permi t-
ted to vote.
This contradicts earlier
reports of coercion on
Kadyrov s part. With a per-
sonal army of more than
4,000 men and the backing of
the Russian army, human
rights groups have reported
the beating, abducting, and
killing of Chechen citizens
identified as opponents to
Kadyrov.
Kadyrov's two main
opponents, Malik
Saidullayev and
Aslanbek
Aslakhanov, did not
appear on the ballot
last Sunday.
Western powers have
failed to denounce the
Chechen occupation and elec-
tion due to Russia's stance on
the War on Terror.' Russia
has stated that it is fighting
Muslim Chechens in an effort
to quell terrorism. When
President Bush brought up
the issue of Chechnya at a
recent meeting, Putin
accused Bush of being a hyp-
ocrite.
The United States has not
been able to pressure the
Russians on the matter since
they are trying to gain their
support for the occupation of
Iraq and in trying to disarm
Iran's supposed nuclear pro-
gram.
While Russians were cele-
brating Kadyrov's election,
Chechen rebel fighters were
left feeling more isolated
than before. With the depar-
ture of the former rebel
leader and President Asian
Maskhadov. an absence •of
dialogue between Russia and
Chechen rebels exists.
Many in the international
community now believe that
another civil war will break
out. It is expected that
Kadyrov will try to eliminate
the remaining rebel threat as
a gesture of loyalty to Russia.
Now facing increased
political isolation, many
Chechens are likely to turn
toward more violent resist-
ance.
Contributed Photo
This Chechen is clearly not eligible to vote. But even if he was, it's
not like he had any real choice. Hence the gun and wild stare.
No Iraqi assets will go to
families of 9/11 victims
BRYN BOYCE
International Editor
The litigious nature of
American society has reared
it's ugly head yet again, but
this time the U.S. courts
struck down a multimillion
dollar claim against terror-
ists and nations with links to
terrorist organizations.
The families of two
September 11th World Trade
Centre victims have been
denied rights to frozen Iraqi
funds. The U.S. Court of
Appeals upheld the U.S.
District Court decision which
stated that the frozen assets
are property of the American
government and may not be
used to cover any part of the
plaintiff's $104 million claim,
$63.5 million of which was
meant to come from Iraq,
George Eric Smith and
Timothy Soulas were killed in
the terrorist attacks on the
World Trade Centre and sub-
sequently their families took
the case to the District Court
seeking- damages earlier this
year.
On May 7, 2003 U.S.
District Judge Harold Baer
ruled that the families had
rights to assets seized front
Iraq. Baer stated that "the
plaintiffs have shown, albeit
barely, 'by evidence satisfac-
tory to the court' that Iraq
provided material support to
bin Laden and al Qaeda."
After an appeal, Baer
reversed his ruling after it
became apparent that the
funds were claimed by the
American government in a
document signed by
American President George
W. Bush. The assets were
originally seized in 1990 after
Iraq invaded Kuwait to kick-
start the first Gulf War.
This decision was upheld
on October 3rd. and the attor-
ney representing' the two
families. .James Beasley Jr..
stated he intends to appeal
the decision to the highest
court in the land, the U.S.
Supreme Court.
Beasley pointed to the fact
his client was a widow and
mother of six before asking,
"[What] about the humani-
tarian needs of the people in
this country?" Judge Baer's
main reasoning behind deny-
ing the $63.5 million was
Bush's commitment to send-
ing these seized funds toward
the reconstruction effort in
Iraq.
windows to
the World
The Pope John Paul ll's health has been declining- with the
onset of Parkinson's disease, but the 83-year-old Pole is still
standing* strong- at the Vatican's wheel. However, during a
ceremony in Pompeii. Italy, the Pope muttered his prayers
and missed several lines entirely. Amid the controversy sur-
rounding his mental health, the Pope has still dismissed talk
about resignation stating' he wishes to remain around as
long as God will have him. John Paul ll's 25th papal anniver-
sary is also fast approaching and apart from this achieve-
ment he sits as a strong" candidate for the Nobel Peace Prize.
His relentless criticism of the War in Iraq and commitment
to promoting world peace has set him up for the award. If
successful, he will become the first Pope to ever become a
Nobel laureate.
Two Indian women scavenge through a New Delhi landfill
site. The Indian capital city, which is home to 13 million peo-
ple, disposes of 7,000-12,000 metric tons of garbage every-
day. 6,000 metric tons is properly disposed of but the remain-
ing' trash is thrown anywhere there's room. Even some parks
and ancient monuments have been used as areas for dispos-
al. Sheila Diksliit. a city official, has kicked off the latest 10-
day campaign entitled "Clean City" which aims t0... clean up
the city. The campaign includes a six-part, commandment-
style set of pledges for children including*, "I will not throw
garbage in the street," and I will not urinate in the street."
The funeral for Sunni Muslim extremist and parliamentari-
an, Maulana Assam Tariq. was held in Islamabad on October
7th. Tariq was assassinated by several unidentified gunmen
while on his way to a National Assembly meeting' on October
6th. 20,000 people showed up for the funeral service, which
subsequently erupted into violence leaving- one dead and 47
in custody. Rioters attempted to set fire to a nearby cinema
and gain access to several buildings but were eventually dis-
persed by police in the late afternoon, Tariq's death has
stirred up more animosity between the Sunni and Shia pop-
ulation. Shia Muslims are a minority population in Pakistan
and have been engaged in religious conflict with Sunni
Muslims in Pakistan for many decades.
Compiled by Bryn Boyce
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LATE BREAKING MEWS
Schwarzenegger recalled, Jesus
Christ to run for Governor
International Opinion
What's so wrong with CNN?
CNN may ooze pro-American propaganda, but it's the
audience's responsibility to be media literate
Rory
Nisan
Guest
Columnist
I've been (rightly) criticized
plenty over the last year or
so. However, one criticism I
think is quite misguided is
the one where I am told to
stop getting my information
from CNN. What's wrong
with CNN?
Well, the critic replies, all
they do is spit out pro-
American crap designed to
deceive the American citizen-
ry into believing the Iraq war
was about weapons of mass
destruction, that all of
America's wars are just oper-
ations for freedom and that
essentially the President can
do no wrong. In many ways,
the critics are absolutely
right! The spin that CNN
takes on many issues often
brings me to laughter and
occasionally makes me down-
right angry.
I think there's an inherent
fact, however, that many are
missing: there is no such
thing as an unbiased news
source. CNN is biased
towards the positive
American point of view. CBC
News-world is biased towards
a positive Canadian view-
point. and Al-Jazeera has a
positive Arab bias.
There is only one way to
judge these news sources: by
their level of prejudice. CNN
does a commendable job of
staying within the bound-
aries of honesty. They may
not include information that
is important to a conflict, or
We are outsiders look-
ing in at America. It is
critical that we watch
CNN on a regular basis
so we can understand
why Americans think
the way they do.
choose not to present an
important viewpoint.
However, it's not their job
to be "unbiased". They are a
product of the United States
of America, not vice versa.
CNN knows Americans do
not want to hear about all the
terrible things America has
done in the not-so-recent
past. They also know what
Americans want to hear: how
many Americans died today
and where we think Saddam
is.
Furthermore, there are
attempts to at least represent
the American left. The show
Crossfire is a particularly
clear example. The biases are
declared at the beginning of
the program. Some would
say the left of CNN is overly
muffled, but CNN's job is not
to represent the world's opin-
ions. it is to represent
American biases.
We are outsiders looking
in at America. It is critical
that we watch CNN on a reg-
ular basis so we can under-
stand why Americans think
the way they do. The old
adage "Keep thy friends
close, and thy enemies clos-
er" makes what America
thinks relevant to all who are
interested in international
events and relations.
CNN also does serve to
inform the general
American. Just one recent
CNN poll showed that a sig-
nificant majority of
Americans consider Saddam
Hussein and Osama bin
Laden to be closely linked,
despite there being no evi-
dence to back up this link.
Americans need to know this
and CNN helps them gain
understanding. I think a
comparison of how many
people in America knew who
were permanent, members on
the UN Security Council
before and after 9/11 would
help demonstrate CNN's use-
fulness. CNN doesn't mis-
guide people; we misguide
ourselves when we assume
that CNN is either unbiased
(such as the general
American's view) or preju-
diced (such as the general
outsider's view).
It would also do us good to
recognize the benefit of hav-
ing- varied opinions in our
own newspapers, including
The Cord. This generation
reminds me of perhaps the
turn of the last century,
where many observers of
international relations were
optimistic, self-indulged and
spoiled. Two world wars
changed that attitude; I won-
der what will change our atti-
tude.
Contributed Photo
This insidious logo has been imprinted on every American opinion.
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When clothing
becomes controversial
Resistance to the hijab and other religious paraphenalia is
a result of over-bearing secular societies. Open up.
Andrew
Sachs
Guest
Columnist
We as Canadians generally
see ourselves as open-minded
people with very tolerant atti-
tudes, but then why is it that
sometimes we become fearful
of a woman who chooses to
acknowledge her faith by
wearing* a headscarf?
Case in point, last week
the debate over religious
headwear in the classroom
was renewed with a Quebec
high school's decision to bar
a 16-year-old Muslim student
from the school for choosing
to wear a hijab to class. The
private school, College
Charlemagne, defends its
decision on the basis that the
clothing didn't agree with the
school's dress code. Schools
have the right to regulate
themselves in this area, but
what is this message telling
other students, that you have
to come to our school and
when you do leave your reli-
gion at the door?
This phenomenon is not
only limited to Canada.
Europe is also currently hav-
ing trouble dealing with the
problem of religious objects
in a public learning environ-
ment. Germany and France
are wrestling with the prob-
lem of balancing religious
tolerance with secularism.
Both countries have strict
laws underlining the state's
neutral stance with regards
to religion. The result is
many challenges against the
government's policy of secu-
lar education and educational
environments. In the inter-
ests of neutrality, freedom of
religion is being compro-
mised.
Last week, in a rare depar-
ture from policy, a German
Federal Court denounced a
restriction that prevented
one of its Muslim teachers
from wearing a headscarf in
school.
When religion is
allowed
freedom, it takes
over and silences
us like that strict
teacher you never
liked.
In France and Turkey
there are movements to ban
all religious symbols. These
are just a few examples of
opposition to religious identi-
fication. What is it then that
drives this resistance to reli-
gious distinction and sym-
bols at school or in the work-
place?
We have a fear of acknowl-
edging religion's presence
because it empowers reli-
gious movement into daily
life. Secular governments
have drilled it into our heads:
when religion is allowed free-
dom. it takes over and
silences us like that strict
teacher you never really
liked.
This controversy over the
hijab is really part of a larger
debate around the role (if
any) of religion in politics.
The Western belief of separa-
tion of church from state is
central to that battle. The
argument is that if we allow
the emotion of religion to
cloud our rational thought,
we will lose our objectiveness
and individual rights.
Nothing- is further from the
truth. Religion is a personal,
individual choice that is not
forced upon you in our mod-
ern society. Just like that
woman who decided to wear a
headscarf in Montreal,
nobody told her to do it - she
wanted to. For feminists who
argue the hijab is a symbol of
women's oppression, just
look somebody in the eye
wearing one and ask them if
they're being oppressed.
When did this amenity to
religion start to creep into
our institutions? It seems
like governments would
rather not acknowledge that
people have religious beliefs
and prefer us to become edu-
cated without being "untaint-
ed" by pastors, priests, rabbis
and clerics. I thought diversi-
ty. not just in ethnicity but in
ideology as well, was wel-
come in Canada and that an
array of voices was ideal to
strengthening democracy.
How about allowing religious
objects in the classroom,
because when we cast reli-
gion as confrontational and
problematic we lose sight of
what its real value is.
Contributed Photo
These women have been clearly upset. They weep for their religion
which has been muffled by a heavily secular society. For shame.
Wednesday October 8,2003 International Opinion 13
Sabre
t? imiß&eM
A shameless attempt to spark international debate on campus
Was Israel Justified In It's
Retaliatory Air Strike On The
Alleged Islamic Jihad Training
mm «888Wi88s ™ mFacility In Syria?
BONUS: /
Mow Many More Bags Does ®t£j|L J
The Pom Ham To live?
40GB WD(8MB) $79 I
LG 52x CD ROM $29
LG 52x24x52 CDRW (Bulk) $49
Panasonic 1.44 FD $10
Compaq 5 ports Switch $29
MS Natural KB + Mouse $19
ASUS A7BX-X MB $99
ASUS A7NX-X MB $129
XP 2500 + (Retail) $139
Register LAN Party: on Oct. 11, 2003 call 653-3940 for details I
mesmm m H
WANT THE BOBY1 OF AN ANGEL?
TAKE A OEVIL
J!. Jl9
ztBLJIr*i |fe>^alCTTO^ra|^BSlj|p^^MMMr^w^wlißll^ilBß^tfcll ritm, iMr BBn^a^^Sm
Feature
Having fun with Flash
Flash animation was devel-
oped for the web in 1996 and
soon became a hit when inter-
net connection speeds rose
and it became more feasible
to transmit larger files. This
medium quickly became a
popular tool for tech-savvy
people who wanted to express
themselves in an animated
format. Because Flash anima-
tion was affordable, small
and easy to produce, anima-
tors could create short car-
toons at home and have them
viewed by a worldwide audi-
ence.
As Flash animation
became more common on the
web, sites began popping up
such as icebox.com, albi-
noblacksheep.com and new-
grounds,com that would link
to different animators' work
in order to create a place
where web surfers could go
to find many different car-
toons. On these sites you can
find cartoons spanning gen-
res from satire to gross-out
humour and a wide variety of
artistic ability from wonder-
ful animation to highly pixi-
lated, poorly cropped pic-
tures jumping wildly across
the screen.
Because of its place out-
side the mainstream media
formats, Flash animation has
encouraged experimentation
and allowed people who
would not normally have the
resources to create animation
the chance to see their ideas
in motion. That's not to say
that their ideas are profound
in any way or even that they
make sense at all, but that
they have a chance to express
themselves that they would-
n't have had ten years ago.
Most of the Flash movies
you'll find on the internet are
weak at best and incompre-
hensible at worst, but some
stand out as cleverly scripted
and well drawn. Some of
these include
Homestarrunner and the
Napster/Metallica series from
campchaos.com. Some others
are nonsensical and crude yet
extremely funny such as
most content from new-
grounds, com and three-
brain.com. Many of these
sites are covered in other
articles in this fceature but
the best way to get a feel for
what these sites have to offer
is to type the address into a
web browser and check it out.
Everybody! Everybody! loves
Homestarrunner
Sherry-Lynn
McKever
Stef
Walker
Craig
Radcliffe
.Strongbad
Are you some kind of robot?
And if so, do you use your
powers for good or for awe-
some? If you're reading this
and chuckling 1 softly to your-
self, then you are probably
one of the many people who
have visited and inevitably
fallen in love with homestar-
runner.com. For those of you
who have never experienced
the world of "Strongbadia,
population: tire" let me
explain a little about this
extraordinarily popular
Flash animation cartoon and
its well deserved cult-like fol-
lowing.
Matt and Mike Chapman
(affectionately known to
Homestar fans as 'The
Brothers Chaps") started doo-
dling cartoon characters in
their spare time in 1996.
They originally set out to cre-
ate a children's book entitled
"The Homestar Runner
Enters the Strongest Man in
the World Contest." This pho-
tocopied comic (which can be
viewed in the site's "muse-
um") would go through
many drafts and revisions
before the brothers discov-
ered the wonders of Flash
animation. The now infa-
mous website, launched in
2000, features a cast of nine
regular lovable characters
and a host of other irregular
favorites.
The lineup includes, of
course, Homestarrunner
along with his guitar-strum-
ming hippie girlfriend
Marzipan, his nemesis
Strongbad, accompanied
always by his sneaky little
sidekick The Cheat and a
slew of other honourable
mentions such as Coach Z,
Strongsad, Bubs, The King of
Town, and the Poopsmith ,
whose job is obvious!
Amazingly, each unique
character is voiced by Matt
Chapman (with the exception
of Marzipan who gets her
soft drawl from Mike's girl-
friend, Missy Palmer).
From the main menu,
guests can choose to play
Homestar-based games,
check out the latest down-
loads, acquaint themselves
with the characters, browse
the store (filled with the lat-
est and greatest in Homestar
swag), e-mail the Brothers
Chaps directly, or click on the
'Toons section - arguably the
biggest draw for fans - and
spend hours doubled over
with laughter at the often
strange but hilarious and
original comics.
The most well known sec-
tion of the site, which you
have likely heard referenced
at least once in your univer-
sity career (whether you
were aware of it or not), is
the Strongbad e-mails.
Each week Strongbad, a
somewhat abrasive, yet awe-
some dude with boxing
gloves for hands and a
Mexican wrestling mask for
a face* v settles in at-, the
Compy3B6 to check his
inbox, fully prepared to
entertain, insult and
pompously point out any
spelling or grammatical
errors made by his fans.
Although each e-mail is
fantastic some of the more
popular ones such as Dragon
- featuring Trogdor the
Burninator - have been allud-
ed to on shows like Buffy the
Vampire Slayer, and
Strongbad videos including
"To the Limit" were reported-
ly played on the JumboTron
during a Radiohead concert
at Giants' Stadium this past
June.
Strongbad, Homestar and
the Brothers Chaps are slow-
ly becoming a pop-culture
phenomenon, whether they
choose to be modest about it
or not; they are no longer
simply flying under the
radar.
It is difficult to pinpoint
the true genius of the site
that keeps people flocking
back to view simple cartoons
in numbers exceeding
200,000 hits a day. Perhaps it
is the absurdity- the crazy
voices and random scenarios;
perhaps it is the universality
of the humour, with some-
thing for everyone to enjoy
regardless of age or back-
ground or perhaps it is the
fact that, refreshingly, there
is no gratuitous profanity
uttered save the occasional
"Holy Crap" from Strongbad.
Whatever the reason, I
defy anyone to visit the site
and not be smitten instantly
with the dopey charms of
Homestar or the squeaky
mumblings of The Cheat.
Simply put, it is awesome
and definitely worth check-
ing out.
Gonads
and strife
To be able to accurately criti-
cize a Flash site like three-
brain.com, I will have to
apply all the knowledge of'
Flash animation I have.
Unfortunately (or fortunate-
ly depending' on how you
look at it), everything I know
about Flash animation is
derived from homestarrun-
ner.com which offers little in
the way of anything- other
than humor and good anima-
tion. Therefore I will base my
review of threebrain.com on
two questions: "does it look
cool?" and "does it make me
laugh?"
Does this site and its
Flash animations look cool? I
must admit the animation is
sketchy at first glance.
Loosely combining* real pho-
tography with computer
drawing's in a ragged and
random fashion does not nee-
essarily provide me with the
most aesthetically pleasing-
visual experience. The ani-
mation is sporadic, frantic
and at the best of times con-
fusing.
These qualities, however,
greatly enhance the humour
of the site. If a rock song with
the refrain "Gonads and
Strife" sung by a dancing,
screaming squirrel can't
amuse you, then maybe a
crass, shirtless, apparently
homeless man named Jimmy
Pee will. My favourite
moment occurred while
watching* "Weeeee". When a
cross-sectioned penis dances
across a rain and lightning-
backdrop set to the lyrics
"Gonads in the lightning, in
the lightning, in the rain" we
have a winner in my books.
From claustrophobic fish
to defecating classical art-
work. this site has all the
politically incorrect humour
you could possibly want,
pieced together in the most
random fashion you could
possibly hope for. If you've
got a decent sense of humour,
then this Flash site is for
you.
Pay for flash
movies?
For a computer addict, such
as myself, back in 1999 ice-
box.com was the greatest
thing since the first Quake.
Icebox was (and is) a site that
has collected some of the best
Flash animation series on the
Web. It's still an awesome site
but with one problem: you
now have to pay for aLL but
the first in each animation
series.
It was inevitable.
Eventually financial reality
would impact with the world
of small Flash developers.
The free cartoons were great
while they remained free, but
I think it was a shame that
Icebox decided to go to a pay-
per-use format and denied
droves of potential fans the
pleasure of experiencing
such series as "Zombie
, ,College", "Mr. Wong",
Starship Regulars" and
"Jesus and his Brothers".
For a nominal 25 cents
you can purchase an episode
of one of these fine series but
who can be bothered to sign
up for an "AllCharge" (digital
payment) account for a 25
cent Flash movie? If Icebox
offered all of the episodes free
online but also offered a DVD
collection of each series they
would almost certainly
squeeze some cash out of me.
The best way to maintain a
fan base online and make
some money is to offer
enough free content to keep
people coming back (a perfect
example of this is homestar-
ruiiner.com which has hours
of fresh content to keep fans
intrigued). Icebox has not
done this very ' well and
because of this the Flash
series on Icebox have not
gained the popularity they
deserve.
"Yo I saw this kid in a wheelchair and he was going over a hill real
fast and he was like..."
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Newgrounds is frivolous fun
Matt tells us about Beebo "the cat what has facial hair" and other crazy
characters at newgrounds.com
Matt
Miller
Every once in a while I will
discover something that will
consume my time like a
gelatinous blob consumes
earthlings. The harsh reality
for many students is that
they would sooner fill their
time with mindless, childish
entertainment than do some-
thing constructive like wash-
ing a pile of dishes, cleaning
their rooms or even working
on an essay that's due. It was
in one of those "wanting to
do something other than
what I'm supposed to do"
moments that I was first
introduced to
newgrounds.com.
It was around midterm
time in the first semester of
my first year when my study-
ing was interrupted by what
sounded like the background
music to the original Super
Mario Brothers coming from
the next room, followed by
someone howling with
laughter over whatever it
was they were watching. I
was curious, so I got up and
followed the music. It was
here that I was introduced to
the "Mario Twins", an ani-
mated Flash short on
Newgrounds. It was basical-
ly a movie about two guys
playing Super Mario with
someone singing the back-
ground music and someone
keeping rhythm on the
drums. I really can't explain
what made it so funny. It
could have been the terribly
(yet hilariously) sung music.
It could, have been the crude
but surprisingly accurate
depiction of the game. It
could have even been when a
character got pissed off at the
end when he found out it's
not really the princess he res-
cued, but some mushroom
guy (everyone who has
played the game would
remember "I'm sorry, but the
princess is in another cas-
tle.") Whatever it was, I was
hooked.
That exposure prompted
me to make my own explo-
ration of the site during
which I discovered the gem
that is "Beebo: the cat what
has facial hair." The entire
series revolves around Beebo
and his owner Harry (a
crudely cut and pasted guy
with a raging mullet, WWF
shirt, tighty whities and an
extremely short temper) and
their wacky adventures.
During these adventures
they run into such charac-
ters as the Crocodile Hunter,
Paul Hogan, Christopher
Walken, a bunch of
Jamaicans, the Pope and
Frank Sinatra, among oth-
ers.
It didn't take long for phras-
es such as "...and that's why
cats don't smoke", and "Next
time I catch you, I'll shoot
you in the face" spoken in a
"Harry-esque" voice to work
their way into conversations
on our floor. Even now, two
years later, the occasional
Beebo quote will be heard
from someone I know.
However, Beebo will never be
a Saturday morning cartoon.
Your sense of humour has to
be slightly warped to appreci-
ate (or in some cases not be
offended by) Beebo. But you
have to take it for what it is,
which is a poorly animated
yet funny cartoon.
And the last movie on
Newgrounds that Fm going
to plug is probably my
favourite. It's not really one
movie, but a series of them
called "Retarded Animal
Babies." This cartoon is
funny just for the contrast
between how the characters
look and what they actually
do. The background music is
much like that you would
hear on a kids' show and
even the characters look like
they could come straight off
a show targeted towards chil-
dren. But when you actually
watch an episode and hear
them curse, talk about sex
and violently assault each
other you realize how funny
something like that can be in
such a context. Add the occa-
sional appearance by Satan
(my favourite is Satan bring-
ing in a snow globe for show
and tell) and you have a
weird mix of stuff that just
works.
There is a lot more to see at
Newgrounds. Some of it is
great, but some of it is terri-
ble. Generally a good indica-
tor of the best the site has to
offer are the movies and
games on the main page. If
you do visit Newgrounds be
sure to take a look at the
Mario Twins, Beebo and the
Retarded Animal Babies.
There's enough material
there to keep you procrasti-
nating for hours. You can
imagine how long it took me
to write this article.
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Mirror mirror on the wall
Beauty pageants aren't just about
looking pretty, they give women the
chance to develop...
Lauren
Thompson
Staff
Writer
Pageants. This has often been
the topic of much controver-
sy, especially at this time of
year in Kitchener-Waterloo
with the annual Miss
Oktoberfest pageant taking
place. This is most often
because of the false miscon-
ception that pageants are a
means used to demean
women. Demean women? I
feel that they offer the oppo-
site effect: they empower
women.
Pageants give women the
opportunity to delve into a
realm that has the ability to
give self-confidence. The
entering of pageants at a
young age gives girls the
chance to become comfortable
with their presence in public
settings, which can only be
beneficial in the long run.
The entering of pageants in
adulthood results in women
receiving benefits such as
scholarships and grants.
Whereas men dominate the
sports arena, women have
pageants. Just like sports,
pageants offer a type of
catharsis. It is
an opportunity
to let g'o of any
frustrations of
the day and put
all efforts into
being- "ail that
you can be."
People
always focus on
the shallow side
of pageants cri-
tiquing- their
concentration
on appearances. This howev-
er only plays a minor role in
their overall character. A
major component of popular
pageants are inner beauty as
well as outer. Judges look
into the depth of contestants
such as how much they con-
tribute to their community
and their views on humanity,
which is the reason behind
the well-liked question period
of pageants. Of course I am
looking beyond the prevalent
answer to the question, "if
you had one wish in the
world what would it be?"
Whereas men dom-
inate the sports
arena, women have
pageants. Just like
sports, pageants
offer a type of
catharsis.
"World Peace." Since such an
answer brands a person as
common and not very world-
ly-
Another widespread, cri-
tique is pageants" discrimina-
tion of people who do not fit
into the role of the socially
constructed view of beauty.
This is a hard point to retort
since 1 believe all people are
beautiful in their own way.
The fact is, however, as a
society we have come to an
agreement of what is meant
by beautiful and although the
majority of society falls short
of these criteria, it is what it
is.
Who are we to judge pag-
eants on their merits when
Britney Spears sells twenty
million albums? I would pre-
fer my future daughter to
admire Miss America in con-
trast to Miss Spears. Most
often Miss America repre-
sents not necessarily the per-
fect woman but one that
comes surprisingly close.
She is a person of superior
intelligence, fine presence
and most obviously great
beauty. Miss Spears on the
other hand is merely an ado-
lescent boy's wet dream. She
is the true definition of
demeaning. She is unintelli-
gent and uses sex as a mar-
keting tool.
Truth be told, we as
women, back somewhere
deep in our sub-
conscious
revere the beau-
ty queen
because those of
us not fortu-
nate enough to
have the oppor-
tunity to expe-
rience this sta-
tus, idolize
some of the
traits that she
embodies. This is not because
she wins the admiration of
the opposite sex but because
she gains society's respect as
well as their acknowledge-
ment. To those of you that
criticize the merits of beauty
pageants and their winners,
tell the truth. You are jeal-
ous, so stop hating. So I
invite you to attend and enjoy
the upcoming pageants at
Oktoberfest and the much
anticipated Mr. and Miss
Laurier that this year's
Association of Black Students
is hosting. Contributed photos
Beauty pageants promote the power
of beauty, breasts and bulimia. Brain
power is the last thing on these
judges' minds
Nicole
Huggins
Staff
Writer
By way of North American
culture it is evident that far
too much emphasis is placed
on image. The modeling,
advertising, music and act-
ing industry are all organiza-
tions that pro-
mote unrealistic
images, mainly
targeted at
women. I believe
that these
image-based
organizations
are all danger-
ous because
they focus on
the perfect
physical image.
Their perfect
female image being tall, skin-
ny, perfect teeth, long hair
and a flawless makeup
slathered face. Furthermore,
young girls are constantly
bombarded by these unrealis-
tic idealistic images through
media outlets such as TV and
magazines.
Another disturbing,
image-centred organization
that can be thrown into the
mix is the beauty pageant
industry. Possibly even more
horrifying is that Kitchener-
Waterloo holds its own local
beauty pageant each year: the
Miss Oktoberfest Pageant.
This pageant is quite possibly
the most image-centred pag-
eant in existence. At least
Miss America has the oppor-
tunity to perform useful
duties such as designing pro-
grams to feed hungry chil-
dren in developing countries.
Miss Oktoberfest, however,
performs such duties as smil-
ing and waving from a float
for an hour in the
Thanksgiving Day parade
and dancing with uncle Hans
at various Oktoberfest cele-
brations. It is also her
responsibility to give speech-
es at elementary schools
about the importance of eat-
ing sausage during
It is also her
resposibility to give
speeches at schools
about the impor-
tance of eating
sausage during
Oktoberfest.
Oktoberfest, as well as teach-
ing- children the sophisticat-
ed steps of the Chicken
Dance.
I began to wonder if Miss
Oktoberfest was responsible
for any other stressful and
intelligence laden tasks, so I
began to investigate. I per-
formed a search for Miss
Oktoberfest on the internet
and this search produced no
results. I even went to the
official Oktoberfest website.
The site included important
information such as where to
T.. _ - ... - - - . .
buy sausage
and facts about
uncle
Hans...but not
a Bavarian
morsel of infor-
mation about
Miss
Oktoberfest. In
a last and final
attempt 1 sent
an email to the
official
Oktoberfest
website, politely asking- them
to list the official duties of
dear Miss Oktoberfest. As
you may have guessed, I did-
n't hear back from the site.
In my opinion, this occur-
rence just reinforces the idea
that the duties of Miss
Oktoberfest are really quite
slight. So, I have come to
believe that the Miss
Oktoberfest pageant is just a
silly tradition that promotes
beauty, breasts and bulimia
over brains. As the pageant
continues out of tradition, I
think the competitor guide-
lines should be altered to
include some sort of activity
involving- brain power. Yes
the pageant may currently
require the contestants to
perform a talent but I hardly
think hoola-hoop twirling or
cabaret dancing- requires
much intelligence. I think
one of the segments of the
pageant should include a
debate or a math contest. At
least this way we know the
woman chosen to represent
K-W has some form of brain
power beyond knowing- how
to style her hair and apply
her lipstick.
When a long term relationship ends,
how do you get back on the scene?
AskKate...
Dear Kate,
I was recently engaged to my
boyfriend. However that dia-
nt really work out the way
that we hoped that it would,
and now Im not engaged to
nim anymore. I like meetingnew people, but I amfinding itnard to find someone who
appreciates my individuality
ufu boyfriend did.vvnat I am asking really is
how do i get back in to the
9aiJlf; I ve been to the bars,out that doesn't end up any-where. Where do I meet fun9wys who would appreciatenot only my sense of adven-also my self expres-Someone who is unigueand wears Birkenstocks in
sun, rain and snow? Don't get
me wrong, I'm not desperate, I
just want to meet someone
new and exciting. If you could
help me out that would be
wonderful.
Sincerely,
Wanting to live happily ever
after
Dear Ever After,
Meeting" new people who
appreciate you for you is not
something- that happens over
nig-lit. You must remember
that your fiance was just
that, a person who was will-
ing to spend the rest of his
life with you and he knew all
of your idiosyncrasies.
Expecting- that the first few
guys you date will click with
you the way that your old
boyfriend did is sadly unreal-
istic.
I am glad that you can
identify that getting back
into the game isn't about
going' to the bar, getting
drunk, getting numbers,
waiting for phone calls that
rarely come and repeating'
this cycle three nights a
week. Getting back in the
game is about going to places
where you are interested in
meeting people. By this I
mean if you are at places that
appeal to you, you will meet
the kind of people you want
to because you will have sim-
ilar interests.
I wish 1 could draw a map
to the fun boy or girl area on
campus but it isn't quite that
easy. What is easy though, is
networking. Use the people
and connections that you
already have. It sounds like a
business plan but it will
work. Ask around, don't
stick to one crowd but get to
know lots of different people.
You mentioned meeting
adventurous people, like
yourself; well be active in
making plans, road trips,
attending events etc. People
often say there is nothing to
do but go to the bar, which is
untrue because we are just
too lazy to explore other
options.
You said that you want a
guy who wears Birkenstocks
People say that
there is nowhere to
do other than the
bar to meet
people, but we're
really just too lazy
to explore other
options
in rain or snow. I assume by
this you are referring to the
adventurous, 'live for the
moment' kind of guy. He is
out there, but is he at
Laurier? I don't know.
Remember, he may not be Mr.
Right - but he could be Mr.
Right Now and that's ok too.
The exciting part, that is
determined by you. Everyone
has something to offer, find-
ing out what exactly it is
that makes him or her
unique is the exciting part.
Your signature - living
happily ever after - starts
with you. I'm sure you know
this but I cannot stress
enough that finding a g-uy to
bring you happiness will
only bring you down if he
doesn't come wrapped in a
big' red bow. I am saying' that
it takes time, patience and
energy to get to know some-
one well enough to fall in
love. Even if love isn't the
game you are looking- to play
- don't be shy to come out
and practice a few times
before you call it quits.
Yours, Kate
Kate Zeigler appears in
the Ask Kate advice
column weekly. If you
would like to ask Kate a
question send it to
acfvice@wlusp.com.
Identity is confidential.
All questionsare welcome!
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Sit or stand, you have to
go somewhere
When nature calls where do you run?
Read on to find out what bathrooms
at Laurier provide the most pleasant
experience on the can
LINDSAY BLEWETT
Staff Writer
It's 3 pm, and where am I?
Investigating* the bathrooms
of Laurier. Some of them are
top-notch facilities, as far as
public washrooms go, and
some, well let's just say
they're less than desirable
(although no bathroom could
possibly be as bad as those at
Phil's, so congrats Laurier,
you're not the worst).
By far the worst bath-
rooms to use are the ones in
the OneCard hallway. There
is never any toilet paper or
soap and there are always
random ads for textbooks
plastered to the doors of the
stalls. It just looks dirty. If I
wanted to read crap while I
was taking a crap. I would
have brought my own.
Speaking of which, if it's
an emergency and you really
have to drop the kiddies offat
the pool, the fifth floor of the
DAWB is the place to be
because almost no one uses
those bathrooms. At the
OneCard bathrooms you get
smoked with a door because
so many people are trying to
get in and out, which makes
no sense, since the bathroom
is crap.
One of the most disap-
pointing- washrooms are in
the Schlegel/Peters building.
For a building* whose floors
are all shiny and pretty and
look as though they should
be inlaid with precious jewels
to make biz kids dream of all
the riches they won't have in
their future, I was disap-
pointed to discover that the
toilet seats were not diamond
encrusted. The toilet paper is
not made out of the Wall
Street Journal, and the floor
is not shiny and pretty like
the rest of the building. I'm
thinking funding ran short
and they just thought, well
nobody really uses public
washrooms, so we'll just use
cheap toilet paper, even
though it feels like sandpa-
per. it's almost like Tim
Morton's toilet paper, which
is the bane of ray existence.
If you have a thing with
other people hearing' you do
your business, do not, I
repeat, do not, use the wash-
rooms in the library. While
they are individual bath-
rooms with their own sink
and mirror, everyone who is
in the stacks can hear you
peeing-, or urinating 1 if you
will, and I for one, do not like
strangers hearing- me pee,
I really suggest everyone
go exploring- as Laurier has
some nice bathrooms, but
they're usually hidden. Like
the ones in the AC, across
from the climbing wall,
which I didn't even know
existed until last week. Those
bathrooms are high quality.
Maybe Laurier just likes its
athletes better than everyone
else? Whatever the case may
be, if you can wait a few extra
seconds, jet on over to the AC
and use those bathrooms.
All in all, it's really about
your own personal taste.
Some people are really anal
about the bathroom they use
(pun intended), and if they
find a new bathroom, they
won t tell anyone about it
(Dan) but whatever your
preference, the bathrooms at
Laurier are mostly okay and
you probably won't catch Hep
C if you use them, unlike the
shit holes at Phil's.
Melissa Moffat
With the broken stall door in the OneCard hallway washrooms, it's
kind of hard to get any privacy... kind of like peeing at Louies.
Melissa Moffat
Would you pee in a used bowl of
toilet water if you really had to?
Melissa Molial
This bathroom may be the cleanest you'll find on campus due to the low volume of people who use it.
Be sure to check that it is empty before settling down to read The Cord.
Horoscope
Week of October 8-15
Happy Birthday STS
libra! ~
,
If you end up feeling alone on
your birthday, don't worry
about it. You have lots of
friends around who would
love to spend time with you.
The business of school may
have people preoccupied, if
you want to do something',
just ask.
Aries
march 21 - ftprii 19
Someone in a position of
power could be getting 1 on
your nerves over the next
while. Whether it be a boss, a
parent or a professor, don't
let them get to you. Just do
what you have to in order to
keep them happy.
Luckiest day: October 11
Taurus
April 20 - may 20
Don't let all the pressures of
your life build up to the point
where you feel you can't sort
your way through any of
them. You will have to work
through each problem indi-
vidually and keep in mind
that it'll get better soon.
Luckiest day: October 9
Gemini
may 21 - June 21
Everything that is going on
right now is pre-destined. So
if something happens-
whether good or bad- remem-
ber it's meant to be. Any chal-
lenges you'll have to face are
unrelated so don't combine
any problems.
Luckiest day: October 8
Cancer
June 22 - July 22
Be sure you keep everything
locked up; your chances of
having something stolen this
week are a little higher. If the
people around you are quar-
relling don't get involved,
you don't need to be around
their negativity.
Luckiest day: October 14
Leo
July 23 - Hups! 21
Someone with lots of energy
is going to inspire you to do
something a little different
this week. Don't get hot-head-
ed if a situation doesn't go the
way you want right away:
you will feel rewarded after
everything is done.
tJirp
August 23 - September 23 ; -
Someone could be presenting
you with some kind of gift. It
could be anything from some-
thing' material to advice.
Things are going really good
for you this week; you might
want to try something you
wouldn't normally do.
Luckiest day: October 8
Libra
September 24 - October 22
(
;
Anything- you are doing now
is going to pay off in the
future, so don't get down on
yourself if you are not seeing
results right away. Nothing
you can do will make any-
thing happen faster, so sit
back and relax.
Luckiest day: October 13
Scorpio nfffl
October 23-riouember 21
j
Everything you are working
on right now is a slow
process. But if you keep on
top of your work the rewards
will be well worth the trou-
bles. You might want to exer- |
cise over the next while; it :
will help you clear your
mind.
Luckiest day: October 13
Sagittarius Tij I
llouember22-December2l 5 '/>"
You might have some trouble
with the people around you
over the next while. Don't
aggravate anyone if it's obvi-
ous they want to be left alone.
You'll be able to avoid a lot of
headaches if you mind your
own business.
Luckiest day: October 14
Capricorn
December 22 - January 19 . Jy
Things are going to be hap-
pening when you least expect
it. You could be meeting a
new friend or starting a new
relationship soon. Either
way. there is someone new
about to come into your life.
Luckiest day: October 11
Aquarius !23|
January 20-February 19
Something new regarding
your finances is about to take
place. Finding a job will be
easy for you if you are look-
ing. Make sure you prepare a
budget and follow it careful-
ly: any extra money may be
needed for an emergency.
Luckiest day: October 14
Pisces
February 20 - fllarch 20 ■ ."■!
You are going to have to real-
ly try to follow your budget
over the next while; things
are going to be especially
tight. Choose what you need
before anything that you
want. Don't make any sponta-
neous decisions either.
Luckiest day: October 10
Daniel Roth is a Journalism
graduate of Conestog'B
College and is currently a
Communication Studies
student at Wilfrid Laurier.
He has studied Astrology
and other topics of that
genre for almost 10 years.
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Food for Thought
DAVE BONE
Restaurant Reviewer
Hidden behind the local
watering- hole that is known
as Phil's lies the Raintree
Bakery & Cafe. Although the
shops in the strip are not the
most aesthetically pleasing
from the outside, the
Raintree is a true diamond in
the rough. Upon entrance, I
immediately understood
where the name Raintree
comes into play, as the
restaurant exudes an eclectic
aura that I have not experi-
enced before in Waterloo.
The Rain Tree Cafe has an earthy
atmosphere with a relaxing
setting. Two levels of seating are
available.
Filled with plants of all
varieties that contribute to
what can best be described as
an earthy atmosphere, the
Raintree is a very relaxing
setting. A staircase connects
the two levels of seating, we
were sat at a table for two on
the upper tier. A male server
came over to us quickly and
he was friendly and profes-
sional without being preten-
tious.
We started out with
drinks. I began with one of
the four house red wines they
feature and have listed on a
chalkboard on the wall along
with a host of other drinks
and features. It was a quali-
ty wine and it was reasonably
priced at five dollars a glass.
My friend ordered a coffee, of
which they offer a wide vari-
ety along with teas, liquor,
beer and their famous
smoothies, which came next.
We decided to try a few
smoothies since the decision
was proving to be difficult
and it was the right call. We
told our server to send us a
mango, strawberry and
green monster smoothie.
The mango and strawberry
were delicious, but the green
monster took the cake.
Green monster you ask? It is
a fruit smoothie made with
bananas, citrus fruits and
spirolina, which in layman's
terms is seaweed. Knowing
that I was about to drink sea-
weed made me more than a
little wary of this con-
coction bat was I ever sur-
prised when it was one of the
better thing's that I have tast-
ed. with a unique taste that is
better experienced than
described.
The server had already-
described some mouth-water-
ingl specials, one being-
Cheddar & Chipolte Antijitos
($7.95), which is a spicy
appetizer of tortilla wrapped
and baked with layers of
cheddar and spices. The anti-
jitos were presented impres-
sively and garnished with
sour cream and salsa for dip-
ping. Upon first taste they
were not too flavourful but
after having a couple bites
the chipolte starts to kick in
and they proved to be very
tasty. Once we had polished
off the appetizer, we were
ready for our main courses
which were brought out
shortly.
My friend had a large
Caesar salad which was a
healthy portion and was very
enjoyable. They offer a vari-
ety of salads ranging in price
from about $4.95-$6.95,
including their Trailhlazer
salad which is a menu
favorite. I had the Cajun
Chicken wrap ($8.95) that
included a side dip of your
choice. I chose the Venus Dip
which was made of arti-
chokes among a number of
other things and was amaz-
ing. The wrap was served
warm and was very flavour-
ful, especially the chicken
which was spiced to perfec-
tion and complemented the
greens and cheese in the
wrap nicely. Other meal
items include large selections
of sandwiches and wraps
In the jungle the mighty jungle is
the Raintree Cafe.
from $7.95 - $10.95 and
entrees like Thai Ginger Stir
Fry, the Pasta of the Day and
Quesadillas ranging- from
$9.95 to $13.95.
After filling ourselves
almost to the max, we decid-
ed on dessert. The Raintree
offers a good selection of
desserts that are encased in
glass for you to see. These
include Lemon Blueberry
Cheesecake and Turtle
Mousse Bomtae both priced at
$4.95. We chose a Rocky
Road Bar ($2.95). The com-
bination of nuts, chocolate
and other good treats defi-
nitely didn't disappoint. It
was a great way to end our
experience at the Raintree
Cafe and Bakery. The
Raintree is a hidden gem in
Waterloo and deserves a seri-
ous consideration if you are
looking for a place to hang-
out and grab a coffee or take
your partner out on a date.
Melissa Moffat
Melissa Moffat
Living non-traditionally
The realities for students living in "non-traditional" res
MICHELLE PINCHEE
Cord Student Life
Before coming to Laurier,
many of us envisioned halls
teeming with bubbly (and
intoxicated) first-years blar-
ing music from their rooms,
doors wide open exposing
beer posters, black-lights and
lava lamps. But I open the
front door of my residence
and it's quiet and empty. Of
course, I don't technically live
on campus, or at least not in
the "traditional" sense. I was
placed in an apartment
acquired by the school on the
corner of King and Ezra,
University View Apartments,
part of' what they called
"Non-Traditional Residence".
The apartments that
many of us were placed in are
residential. Ours is an all-
student residence- the 48 of
us are spread throughout the
six floors. At Richmond
Square, ten minutes away,
there are 70 first-years and
many adults and seniors.
Michelle Castalvi,
President of the House
Council for "N-Trad" resi-
dences. lives on the 18th floor
with her roommate Maria.
Their room is tiny and does-
n't even fit the two dressers
they just recently received.
"We can't post posters in the
halls and there are no bul-
letin boards," says Michelle.
"So we have to work twice as
hard to communicate with
each other." As president of
house council. Michelle is
faced with the challenge of
integrating N-Trad residents
with the rest of the first-
years. "It puts pressure on
house council because we
have to find a way to identify
ourselves."
Laurier guarantees resi-
dence to all first-years and is
notorious for fouling up.
This year, WLU was 300 beds
short. The school even
offered an incentive package:
the first 100 students to
withdraw their application
were offered their choice of a
desktop computer, laptop or
cell phone plus $1000 on
their OneCard. Only 50 stu-
dents took the package, but
many might have if they
knew they wouldn't be on
campus anyway.
According to Chris Dodd.
Manager of Housing Services
and Residence Life, "they all
knew about their placementsmore than a month in
advance. We didn't stop peo-
ple from taking- incentive
packages until the last week
of August. There's still tons
of housing available." Others
say they would've rejected
the package anyway, feeling
that the isolation would he
much worse. But some still
think the school owes them a
computer and a thousand
bucks.
Not all students even
ended up in apartment build-
ings. Kai'ina Carr was placed
in a house on Bricker with
two other girls. For her, the
arrangement "worked out
perfect," except for a few
things.
"The downfall is not meet-
ing people. There are 25 of us
and I honestly don't know
everyone's names." Another
issue was that the school pro-
vides everyone with internet
access except for us. "The
internet issue was a pain in
the ass." Karma points out.
"On top of that, we were
all promised lowered prices,
but when we compared rates,
it seemed like we were being
ripped off".
In response, Chris Dodd
says, "This isn't true... you
guys basically have the
cheapest apartment-style sin-
gle accommodation."
Laurier's Board of
Governors recently
announced that they would
match the $50 floor-funds all
residence occupants paid to
help with "community-build-
ing."
"Countless hours have
been devoted to this by staff.
The dons are amazing, and
the students have been very
community-minded and
great in helping us." And of
course, he admits that with
all the extra work, it's
inevitable that "the little
things get overlooked." But
who needs shower rods,
cleaning ladies, garbage
bins, book shelves or even
dressers?
Truth is. we love our resi-
dence. My roommates and
don are amazing. Parking is
no problem, the houses get
free laundry and Richmond
Square has an indoor pool,
weight room and squash
courts. Our biggest com-
plaint is that there are lots of
students who don't even
know what N-Trad is. But.
housing, our Dons and stu-
dents like Michelle Castalvi
are determined to make
everyone aware.
"There are 250 of us. You
can't ignore 250 students. If
people don't know about us
now, they will when we're
through." In the meantime,
we're keeping up all the tra-
ditions of first-year
University... and all the non-
traditions as well.
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'
Friday October 17. 2003 7-10 pm
Saturday October 18, 2003 7-10 pm
Call 570-HANS For Tickets
Wilfrid Laurier University Stadium,
Seagram Drive, Waterloo
Guarenteed Admission until 7:3opm
(ID Required)
www.oktoberfest.ca
Students Wopk Hbnoad Programme (SWAP)
* SWAP arranges work visas and offers orientation,
accommodation, and support services overseas
■ Available for many countries including the Sift
"TRAVEL OUTS aUflk^JSee the world your way
www.travelcuts.comwww.swap.ca W. .3? JHH
Sports
Men's soccer kicks back
Despite poor weather conditions,
Golden Hawks take the win over
Laurentian 2-0
DAN POLISCHUK
Cord Intern
In their second game of the
weekend, Laurier's Men's
Soccer team had to handle
more than just their oppo-
nents from Laurentian
University.
The weather at University
Stadium was more than
unfavourable as the players
had to deal with the bitter
cold, rain and sleet. The con-
ditions, however, did not stop
Joel Abwunza from produc-
ing a stellar two-goal effort.
In the 53rd minute, Abwunza
potted a goal on a weak shot
in which the opposing keep-
er, Ryan Bradley, bobbled and
allowed to dribble into the
net. His second was added
three minutes later on a hard
shot from the outside that
sailed over the goaltender
into the top of the net to add
to what became a 2-0 Golden
Hawks victory.
Commenting on his two-
goal performance. Abwunza
said, "I could really care less
if I score at all. Basically, it
was a really good team effort.
We've gotten ourselves back
on track."
Head Coach Barry
MacLean commented that the
team showed great poise
throughout the match. He
hopes their positive perform-
ance can carry over to their
next match. "This Friday is a
critical game against
Waterloo and we need to
carry over the work ethic we
used today," said MacLean.
"This Friday is a
critical game
against Waterloo
and we need to
carry over the work
ethic we used
today."
-Barry MacLean, Head
Coach, Men's Soccer
On the field, the game
began quite awkwardly when
an unidentifiedLaurier play-
er took a ball in the genitals.
This occurred while the mid-
fielder was trying to get in
the way of an attempted
cross by a Laurentian for-
ward.
Laurier led the offensive
attack early on. In the sixth
minute. Joel Abwunza was
sent in on a clear break along
the wing. The shot got past
the keeper but was headed
away on a spectacular effort
by a Laurentian defender
coming back on the play.
Another great chance for
the Hawks came in the 19th
minute when a free kick was
granted to them. The low
hard shot was steered aside
in a diving effort by the
opposing goalie Boucher.
Laurentian's best offen-
sive chance occurred in the
29th minute, when a speedy
midfielder was able to drill a
hard shot towards the top
corner of the net but
Laurier's goalkeeper Shadi
Fall el was able to reach the
corner and block the attempt.
For the remaining first half,
the few offensive opportuni-
ties were halted by good
defensive coverage or poor
passing. The half ended with
a 0-0 score.
The second half proved to
be more entertaining offen-
sively. In the 51st minute,
Laurier's defense was nearly
caught with a Laurentian
breakaway, but after a ques-
tionable delay, the play was
called offside.
Laurier carried over their
offensive prowess from the
first half capitalized with the
two second-half goals.
The Hawk's defense took over
from there and clamped
down oil any Laurentian
players with ball possession
in Laurier's end. Things got a
little rough though in the
79th minute when for
the Hawk's was served a yel-
low card for taking down an
opposing midfielder. The
save was once again made by
Fahel. which prevented any-
possible Laurentian come-
back. Laurier held on for the
2-0 victory.
The Golden Hawks, with
the victory, improved their
record to three wins, three
losses and a draw.
■ 1
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Men's soccer swept their games this past weekend to reach .500.
MLB playoffs in full swing Baseball finishes up
DANIEL WILSON
Staff Writer
T.J. HILL
Staff Writer
After 95 years of collective
agony, Chicago Cub fans
finally have reason to cele-
brate. With, a 5-1 victory over
the Atlanta Braves this past
Sunday, the Cubbies
advanced to the National
League Championship Series
(NLCS) against the Florida
Marlins. The mere whiff of
World Series fever took the
Windy City by storm given
that most fans were not even
born last time this occurred.
Now that the Cubs have
advanced to the NLCS, many
fans wonder whether it
would be too much to ask for
the World Series. With a
pitching staff comprised of
Kerry Wood. Mark Prior,
Carlos Zambrano, and Matt-
Clement, Chicago has a for
midable rotation. Toss in a
pretty solid bullpen and
Chicago fans have reason to
be optimistic.
The one question mark
surrounding the team all
year was their ability to score
runs. While the Cubs have
one of the best sluggers in
the game in Sammy Sosa, the
rest of the lineup falls under
scrutiny. Moises Alou and
Eric Karros are veterans fchat-
yield great power but in
order to win they must deliv-
er with men in scoring posi-
tion. With Kenny Loft en.
Mark Grudzielanek and Alex
Gonzalez, the Cubs have
respectable table setters. But
again, consistency will be
imperative to make things
easier for the big - guns.
Araitiis Ramirez and Randall
Simon will be counted upon
to deliver in the clutch, and
in the process, could endear
themselves to Cub fans every-
where.
The Florida Marlins have
been quite a story themselves
this year. With 72-year old
manager, Jack McKeon at the
helm, this young* team upset
the heavily favoured San
Francisco Giants in just four
games of the Division Series.
This was quite a turnaround
for an. organization that was
left for dead after winning*
the 1997 World Series. After
winning baseball's ultimate
•prize with just five years of
experience the team was dis-
assembled in a heartbeat and
South Florida showed a gen-
eral disinterest in a rebuild-
ing team.
Upon first glance of this
team one cannot help but
stare in awe of the youth and
inexperience. This is a low
budget team that no one
would have given a chance to
make it into the playoffs, let
alone this far. Like Chicago,
the Marlins relied upon their
pitching staff all year to
carry them. Dontrelle Willis,
Mark Redman, Brad Penny,
and Josh Beckett all make up
a very talented and exciting
rotation to watch. However,
the four of them combine for
a total of zero games when it
comes to experience in NLCS
play.
It only seems appropriate
that an older Chicago Cubs
team faces a young and
upstart Florida Marlin team.
Almost a century of frustra-
tion will meet a ball club with
something to prove. While
the Cubs are the sentimental
favourites, history has a
funny way of repeating itself.
If this is the case the familiar
refrain of "Wait until next
year" will be echoing the
streets of Waveland Avenue.
The 2008 Ontario University
Athletics (OUA) Mens
Baseball league playoffs
began last week without the
Laurier Golden Hawks. The
finals saw U of T Varsity
Blues upset the heavily
favoured and perennial
power house Brock Badgers.
Laurier's mens baseball
team fell just short of earn-
ing a playoff birth for the
first time since becoming a
part of varsity athletics. The ,
Hawks finished the year
with a record of 8-9, leaving
them on the short end of a
five team tie for the final two
playoff spots.
When an unbalanced
schedule caused some teams
to play each other more than
others the league was forced
to break the tie with the gen-
eral OUA point differential
system.
Out of the five teams
embroiled in the tie Laurier's
point differential would be
the worst out of the bunch at
-17. This run difference was
only good enough for sev-
enth place in the league, a
stat that does not give the
Hawks the credit they
deserve for their play this
season.
Had the league decided to
use alternative tie-breaking
methods Laurier could have
very easily been in the play-
offs. The Golden Hawks
leave the-2003 season with a
sour taste in their mouth
about the finish and a lot of
questions to be answered
next fall.
Starting pitching, an
area that was a strong- point
for the Hawks, will be losing
two of its best. The one-two
punch of right hander Mark
Ecoleton and left hander
Ryan Finnson logged a com-
bined 55 innings on the hill
and both sported impressive
earned run averages around
two.
Fifth and sixth in strike-
outs respectively, Eccleton
and Finnson were the back-
bone of the Hawks pitching
staff and will be sorely
missed.
Other notables that will
be leaving the Hawks before
next season are fifth year
pitcher, Scott Ballantyne;
starting short stop. Matt
Snoei; catcher, Steve Sadoff;
and infielder Russ Latimer.
Hawk baseball will have to be
very active in recruiting this
summer as they try to
address some key losses.
Despite losing some valu-
able veterans the Hawks still
have a solid foundation to
work around for the next
couple of years. Slugger
Anthony lafrate and rookie
Jordan Bilikis will provide
the Hawks with some pop in
their line-up along with
some quality innings from
fourth year pitcher Derek
Rapini.
However. Laurier's suc-
cess next season will rely on
the younger guys stepping
up more important roles and
whether or not the coaching
staff can land any signifi-
cant recruits.
Contributed Photo
Cubs win their first playoff series since 1908
Al Orth
Kathleen McCrea snags a loose ball, as the women's lacrosse team
increased their record to 6-0 beating Guelph 12-8 and U of T 12-5
this past Sunday. The Hawks play at home on Sunday, October 19.
20 Wednesday October a ?nm
Jjtowlke , w X;
Women's Soccer Men's Rugby s
WLU 2 Nipissing 1 WLU 12 Guelph 0
WLU 3 Laurentian 0 WLU 10 Windsor 6 112
Women's Lacrosse
WLU 12 Guelph 8 WLU 12 U of T 5 M..m
NHL season preview 2003
Will Mats Sundin finally get to the Stanley Cup or will he
be at home eating Chunky Soup???
SHAWN PARKER
Cord Sports
On October 9th Canadians
will again have a reason to
put up with taxes, toques,
strong beer and cold weather;
the NHL will be back in
action. This year, things are
also a little different than
they have been in the past.
For the first time in recent
memory no less than three
top first round draft picks
will begin the season with
their respective big clubs,
after signing fat endorse-
ment-laden contracts. Those
three being Eric Staal of the
Carolina Hurricanes, Nathan
Horton of the Florida
Panthers, and first overall
pick Marc Andre Fleury of
the Pittsburg Penguins,
whose $3.6 million U.S con-
tract could balloon to be
worth more than $11 million
over three years if he meets
every incentive clause.
The NHL also begins the
season with a black cloud
hanging ■ overhead. The
recent car accident involving
Danny Heatley and Dan
Snyder of the Atlanta
Thrashers that resulted in
the incredibly unfortunate
death of Snyder and career
threatening injuries to
Heatley has raised many
issues around the hockey
world. Not the least of which
is how young superstars
with millions of dollars use
not only their money but also
their heads carelessly.
The league also faces the
very real possibility of a work
stoppage after the season
when the league's current
collective bargaining agree-
ment runs out. Many sources
around the league feel that a
lockout, much like the one
that saw forty games cut
from the 1994-95 schedule, is
a distinct possibility, and that
the league could see an entire
season go by without a skate
touching the ice. Here's hop-
A.
ing that every greedy owner
and every overpaid, under-
skilled player in the league
can figure out a way to patch
things up before it comes to
extreme measures. Or at the
very least, let's wait until
Bobby Hull can revamp and
retool the laughable WIIA. a
league he has assured us will
give fans a "faster, more
exciting brand of hockey."
We might have to wait and
see about that one.
The six remaining
Canadian teams in the league
may provide some of the most
exciting hockey in the league
this season (that is until the
league finally gets sick of
floating the perennially
dreadful Calgary Flames and
ships them off to Portland or
some other city where fans
couldn't care less about the
sport). The core of the excit-
ing Canucks remains in tact,
and the addition of veteran
net minder Johan Hedberg
should pressure starter Dan
Cloutier into the tender GM
Brian Burke is banking he
will become. The Canucks
should push for top spot in
the West once again. The
aforementioned Flames and
the once proud Edmonton
Oilers will entertain fans and
might challenge for the
eighth and final playoff spot
in the Western Conference
but everyone knows that big
roadblock in Dallas will make
sure the road to the cup ends
in the first round.
The Montreal Canadians
will always be the Canadians
and will never win the
Stanley Cup again. Enough
said, period. However, look
for the mighty Ottawa
Senators to once again domi-
nate the regular season and
shock a few people with their
play in the post-season. The
Sens are the early front-run-
ner to take home Lord
Stanley's jug and it might
just be time.
The Maple Leafs, an aging
team with what looks like
one last shot at going after
the cup, desperately needed
help on defense. So they go
out and sign 37-year-old
(albeit still very productive)
Centre Joe Nieuwendyk. The
only real help the Leafs
acquired for their back line is
middle of the line defender
Ken Klee, who will have a
tough time filling the shoes
of the injured Bryan McCabe.
This year's Leafs should have
no problem putting the puck
into the net, but keeping it
out might be a totally differ-
ent story. If, and only if
,goalie Eddy Belfour can
steal his share of games
again this season with spec-
tacular performances will the
Leafs challenge for domi-
nance in their division.
Vancouver and Ottawa are
going to run into the usual
type of stiff opposition once
again this season. Colorado
will score a million and a half
goals with Kariya, Selane.
Sakic, Forseberg and the rest
of the supporting cast up
front, but might not be able
to make a save without a
proven goaltender. Detroit is
again a year older, but they
have the best goaltender on
the planet back (until Roy
decides to lace them up
again) and the best backup
goalie ever in Curtis Joseph.
Dallas and New Jersey will
once again play a terribly
boring style of hockey that
wins but no one wants to
watch. If the Rangers can
keep their egos in check,
they might make a splash
this year, especially if Eric
Lindros can continue on the
rampage he started in the
pre-season.
The rest of the league is
up for grabs this season. The
Coyotes have cute new uni-
forms, but no hockey players.
St. Louis will play big 1 all sea-
son and give up at the end.
Mario will give us the most
exciting plays in the world,
it's just too bad no one else on
his team can play. So again,
look for the race to come
down to those yearly
favourites- Ottawa,
Vancouver, Dallas, Colorado,
Detroit, New Jersey, and my
sure fire surprise hit of the
season, the Tampa Bay
Lightning, who just might
have the most exciting team
in hockey land.
Contributed Photo
Mat Sundin, hates the
Canadiens, loves Chunky Soup
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Entertainment
Kill Bill: a cute look at death
Gross but Great!
Going into this movie with-
out the slightest idea of what
it was about proved to be
interesting to say the least.
Though the opening scene of
a beaten woman being* shot
mid-sentence was shocking,
it set a fast pace for the rest
of the movie.
At first 1 thought the
movie was going1 to be somekind of Charlies Angels rip
off with special effects, fight
scenes and leather outfits but
it turned out to be something
entirely different. Kill Bill is
funny, suspenseful and ener-
getic.
Though a little gory at
times for my taste, I found
myself really enjoying the
battle scenes. I didn't really
care for the twenty minute
Japaiiamation scene in
which a child's parents are
brutally murdered in front of
her. And the blood gushing
from wounds looked like
water shooting from a fire
hydrant.
Despite this, the movie
was actually really com-
pelling. 1 was cheering for
Uma Therman's character
the whole time. I found
myself disapointed when it
was over because I now need
to know what happens. The
combination of humour,
revenge, and females kick-
ing ass make this movie a
good choice. My only ques-
tion is: when does volume
two come out?
Jessica McLaughlin
Gore... Score
When you go to a bar, you
expect there to be beer. When
you go to a Quentin
Tarantiiio movie, you expect
blood. Well if the movie title
didn*t give it away, Kill Bill
is a film that's full of bodies
spraying' blood in a style
reminiscent of fireworks on
Canada Day.
Kill Tarantino,
Not Bill
Director Sydney Pollack
recently said that "If you
don't get the clothes off fast
or the gun out quick, you're
in trouble. Audiences want to
feel something" intense,
quickly, without wasting' a
lot of time". This is the driv-
ing' philosophy behind this
latest venture written and
directed by Tarantino.
The main characters fill
more body bags than an ex-
postal worker but beyond a
taste for cold vengeance, we
never understand why. What
is the motive behind the
Secret Viper Assassination
Squad's attempted murder of
the Bride (Uma Thurman)?
Why did the Japanese
Yakuza kill O-Ren-Ishi's par-
ents? Why has David
Carradine given up his life as
a Shaolin Priest who used
Kung' Fu moves to help peo-
ple?
Despite the lack of intel-
lectual depth or plot con-
struction that this film pro-
vided, I'd recommend it over
Mortal Kombat or The Matrix:
Reloaded any day of the
week. However, the film loses
points for its cartoon-like
portrayal of the concept of
Bushido, the code of the
Japanese Samurai. I recom-
mend renting The Karate Kid
if you want to see a kick ass
movie about revenge.
Brian D'Souza
We get to see Uma Thurman
in a role that most women
don't get to play; that of a
deadly assassin with samurai
skills to pay the bills and to
wreak revenge on her former
partners in crime.
Go see this movie; the story is
interesting and the fight
scenes are cool but make sure
to go on an empty stomach.
Kim Brown
Asian Schoolgirls
Kill Bill is quite simply a
story about betrayal and
revenge - bloody, bloody
revenge that never ends and
results in triple-digit body
counts. Tarantino's cine-
matography is breathtaking
as usual and Uma Thurman
is surprisingly good as a
femme fatale, addressing
such pressing issues as how
guys who screw comatose
chicks should be properly
punished.
The gore level is through
the roof, particularly in the
film's well-placed Japanese
anime-style sequence. I am
now terrified of cute young
Asian schoolgirls and their
evil ways. Although the vio-
lence is often interjected with
dry humour and situational
comedy, you'll still leave Kill
Bill thinking "For some rea-
son, I feel the need to get a
samurai sword and slice up
some motherfuckers!"
Chris Clemens
Tasty Tlines!
Few movies have a musical
score like Kill Bill's. The
music sets up each, shot per-
fectly, preparing' the viewer
for what's about to happen
next while remaining subtle.
Famed Wu-Tang Clan produc-
er, The Rza, is responsible for
the film's original score and
the movie is a fitting match
as much of his production
work with the Wu-Tang and
its individual members
involve throwbacks to the art
of the Japanese Samurais.
Guentin Tarantino is famed
for his odd. but successful
soundtracks and this one is
no different. If you see this
movie, pay attention to the
way the music underscores
every scene, inducing emo-
tion into an exciting flick.
Wilbur McLean
It's Shifty time
Quentin is back, and lie still
has style.
The latest Tarantino film,
Kill Bill, is an auteur's hom-
age to Asian Samurai and
martial arts cinema, but more
than that, the fact that I sat
through this bloodbath with-
out throwing up is testament
to how desensitized I am.
Throughout the film, the
director typically plays with
his audience by alternating
the rhythm of his violence
and humor, which is some-
thing that few filmmakers in
this Vin Diesel era of ours are
still capable of. Immediately,
the violence is intense and
disturbing, but it shifts to
entertaining, comical, and
even absurd.
Tarantino is a master of
blending genres, as shown in
the varying structure of the
film. Though sequences of
anirne and gratuitous vio-
lence proved a bit over-the-
top for some viewers, the
mise-en-scene and in-jokes in
this film remind us that some
aspects of' Asian cinema will
be lost on Western audiences.
For instance. Lucy Liu
reminds the audience that if
anyone insults her Chinese-
Japanese-American descent,
she "collects the fucker's
head."
The fact that everyone
could laugh at this while she
displays her latest decapitat-
ed victim as a trophy is fur-
ther evidence of Tarantino
playing- with the viewer's
expectations. Audiences
should find some of the vio-
lence and scenarios in this
film disturbing, and as anx-
ious as I am to see this film
again, I dread a re-edited the-
atrical release. That Kill Bill
elicits so much emotional
response is why this is the
best movie I've seen all year.
Stefan Sereda
I
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Contributed Photo
If s cutting time! Lucy Liu gets ready to hack n' slash her way through
a wide variety of veins and arteries in today's biology lesson.
Tired of sex? Local punk scene!
Contrary to frequent claims,
the K-W underground music
scene is still going strong.
On Friday. Oct. 3 in the
downtown Kitchener area,
four regional punk bands
played a show at the packed-
to-capacity Registry Theatre -
Masters and Moderns.
Farewell to Freeway.
Haddonfield and Handheld.
Some photographers braved
the sea of 14-year-olds and
documented the event for
your viewing pleasure.
Check www.sl9punk.com
for future punk explosions.
Nikki Simonetto
L Craig. Retelet of arid glory
Kat Lourenco
Masters and Moderns - the singer picks up at Phil's like every day
Nikki Simonetto
Farewell to Freeway's Richie Cregor screams AND drums! Whoa.
Nikki Simonetlo
Bryan Nunn of Farewell to
Freeway-almost as cool as Richie
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Lost in Translation;
found at the Oscars
BRAD SKELTON
Cord Entertainment
There are many reasons--why
we go to the movies.
Sometimes we go for simple
escapist entertainment,
sometimes we go to see fan-
tastic sights we could only
have imagined. And some-
times we go to see real lives
and real people captured on
screen; there is a certain joy
to watching- a film where peo-
ple have conversations that
sound totally authentic and
we sit there silently absorb-
ing- everything, nodding- and
smiling in recognition.
Lost in Translation is such
a film. It marks the second
directorial and written fea-
ture of Sofia Coppola and she
declares herself as a force to
be reckoned with. The movie
stars Bill Murray and
Scarlett Johansson as two
strangers who meet while
staying' in a luxurious Tokyo
hotel and find that, while
they may not have a whole
lot in common, their person-
alities are compatible and
they share a sardonic out-
look on life.
Murray is Bob Harris, an
American movie star who is
in Japan to shoot a series of
whiskey commercials. He is
a tired, cynical middle-aged
family man who has taken
this whiskey job for the
money despite his shame,
and at one point explains
that he came to Tokyo to get
away from his wife for a few
days. Bob is capable of being 1
funny and charming' (his
photo shoot with one of his
Japanese directors, along
with his little asides that no
one understands, is hilari-
ous), but most of the time he
is simply too tired or drunk
to attempt to live the life of a
celebrity.
Johansson plays
Charlotte, who has recently
graduated from university
and has been married for a
few years. Her husband
John (played by Giovanni
Ribisi) is a photographer and
she has come with him while
he is working overseas.
But John neglects her
most of the time and she
ends up spending* her days
visiting landmarks and
hanging out in the hotel bar.
Charlotte is beginning to
wonder if her marriage is
going to last.
These two people are lone-
ly and have trouble sleeping-
so it is inevitable that after
the first few times they see
each other at the bar they
will strike up a conversation.
When they finally do intro-
duce themselves, they find
that they are drawn to one
another and begin a lovely
little friendship, going out
for lunch together and tak-
ing- in the Tokyo nightlife.
They also talk about them-
selves in a totally open and
unguarded manner and the
silences in their conversa-
tions are just as telling* as
those things they decide to
share.
There is the possibility of
romance between Bob and
Charlotte but Coppola and
her actors avoid all of the pit-
falls of such movie romances
and their story unfolds in a
completely unpredictable
fashion. These characters do
not just fall into bed with one
another, as we might expect
them to do in a lesser film,
bill instead share with each
other their thoughts, feel-
ings, and a small piece of
their lives, which is, in the
long run, far more important
and memorable than a one
night stand or a brief fling.
This movie is absolutely
wonderful. It is bittersweet
observant, and possesses a
wry humour that I love. It is
funny, but not simply laugh-
out-loud funny; it is a human
comedy which means it
understands human nature
and has affection for its char-
acters and we in the audience
smile knowingly. Most
importantly. Lost in
Translation contains two
exceptional performances,
and for Bill Murray this sig-
nifies the best work of his
career (watch for him and
Johansson to be nominated
at Oscar time next year). If
this is not the best movie of
3003, then it is going to take
one hell of an amazing film
to knock it down to second
place.
Contributed Photo
Stoned duo Murray and Johansson
celebrate forthcoming awards
Everybody loves
the Family Guy
SHABBIR HASANALI
Cord Entertainment
Every once in a while a new
show comes out that sets the
bar just a little bit higher for
everyone else. The Simpsons
did it. Seinfeld did it. Now
it's Family Guy's turn to see
how far above the clouds they
can raise the limits.
Indeed, Family Guy has
evoked a spectrum of
responses ranging- from crip-
pling laughter to righteous
anger, just like the people
who paid to watch Freddy vs.
Jason.
The show lias struck a
chord with university
students across the
i..» . ... #k 1- V* .
nation. Although I'm
hesitant to open this
can of worms. Family
jT* .... ...... Tf. .i. "8 jL°J— ..
Guy has taken the
most successful
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types of the
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Simpsons and
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replaced the filler
characters
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(*cough* Lisa and
V sc.?
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with some of the
most delightful
'toons currently on
television.
Stewie, the oblig-
atory toddler, deliv-
, 5.x V
~
ers the funny we'reVJX kj VK. X..KS A. M.AAJ4AJ »9 V A
all craving' with his
potent twentieth century wit
and stinging observations of
society. Peter Griffin, the
father of the family, could
match the Hulk, strength for
stupidity. Where the Hulk's
strength grows infinitely
with his anger, Peter's stu-
pidity does likewise with the
severity of the problems he
has. Almost the entire cast of
Family Guy is independently,
uniquely funny, from Brian,
the family dog to Quagmire,
the local sexual pervert.
The intellectual appeal of
Family Guy lies in its ability
to shock viewers with deli-
cious views on pop culture
and social phenomena. The
bulk of the show, however, is
based on a much cruder, I-
can't-believe-they-did-that
mentality. It's a perfect mix
for university students: intel-
lect for the sober and slap-
stick for the inebriated.
Family Guy's most power-
ful strength and consequent-
ly the reason Fox has tried
(and frequently succeeded) to
cancel it after every season,
is its ability to go where no
man has gone before. The
producers of Family Guy are
either unaware of the cur-
rent social movement
towards political correct-
ness or simply do not
care. Although I
can't use specific
•*. .
examples because
•vt e
*
i ' ~0
I'm. trying to avoid
a one-way ticket to
a much-warmer-
than - necessary
_ jOJ "8 1J? _ -fTM _ . . ••*
afterlife. Family
Guy has not so
tacitly offended
every demo-
graphic group I
„
Jl.T_
_
_£￿
'■ can think of.
Why is such a
horrible show
still on the air?
Because we love it.
We can't get enough.-
£3
Like the junkies we
are, we curl up in
front of Teletoon atilUlll. Ui ItJIKIUUII
9 o'clock waiting"
for our next fix.
We've united behind the show
every year Fox has tried to
cancel it and when the DVDs
came out, we flocked to
stores and purchased them
with our precious beer
money. Like most of the peo-
ple that own it, I can't say I
regret a single penny spent.
Foolproof screw-up
ERIC CHOW
Cord Entertainment
Foolproof revolves around
three friends whose hobby is
creating* and simulating' the
perfect heists, or in the crim-
inally-inclined lingo.
Foolproof plots. The group is
comprised of Kevin
(Reynolds) who is a nerdy
insurance adjuster by day,
Samantha (Booth) who is
simply a female who has not
grown out of her tomboy
ways, and Rob (Jarsky).
Eventually, one of their 'heist'
plans is stolen by a mobster
(Sachet) who commits the
crime according- to their plan
and blackmails them to per-
form his own heist or he will
submit the group's plan to
the police. So what will hap-
pen?
Academic Value
Is Foolproofsimply just a sus-
penseful action film or an
allegory for a philosophical
theory? I contend that it is
the latter. One is able to dis-
tinguish certain elements in
the film that can be easily
associated with Charles
Darwin's Natural Selection
More specifically, I am dis-
cussing' Darwin's portrayal
of living organisms strug-
gling- to survive and exist,
which is ultimately known as
the survival of the fittest" or.
in the ease of this film, it is
the survival of the most intel-
ligent. The audience is con-
stantly left wondering- who
will end up the victor at the
finale because of the com-
plexity of the dilemmas faced
by all the characters.
There were aspects
that frustrated me:
particularly when
Kevin has to remind
the viewer of the
name of the film
every five seconds.
Who should you see it with?
Only one person comes to
mind. Catherine Zeta-Jones. I
suggest that if this is not
possible, then you should
save your money and rent
Entrapment, unless of course,
your philosophy professor
invites you.
My Take
I felt somewhat disappointed,
with this film and although 1
was prepared for the fact that
It was not going* to be a
comedic film such as Van
Wilder
> I had some expecta-
tions for Ryan Reynolds,
When I was watching*
Foolproof., I g*ot the feeling
that I had practically seen
this film before, And it was
when the female lead prac-
ticed for the laser alarms that
it struck me: Entrapment. The
overall presentation was not
overtly presumptuous or
acted and the narrative struc-
ture was done very well, so
well that the element of creat-
ing a truly hated villain was
able to be developed within
the timeframe. However,
there were aspects that frus-
trated me: particularly when
Kevin has to remind the
viewer of the name of the film
every five seconds, or how
the group is able to fund this
'pet project' of theirs. But
then again this is
Hollywood... I mean
Vancouver.
Cheeky Fact
Ryan Reynolds was on his
way towards earning- his sky-
diving license when on his
thirteenth jump his chute did
not work, and he decided
right then and there that
maybe it would be a good idea
to find a new hobby. (Yeah, I
think so too!)
Viewing courtesy ofGalaxy Cinemas
u/mNTESDAY OCTOBER 8,2003 Entertainment 23
RadioLaurier's 20 Most-Played Albums
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________
Make Yourself Sick Ferret Music
18 n/a Spitalfield
Remembe Victory
4Q n/a The Constantines
■ Shine a Light Three Gut
Thank you, TV!
HARRY HEINITZ
Cord Entertainment
As the long weekend fast
approaches, many students
prepare to visit home for the
first time since Frosh week.
Thanksgiving, therefore,
represents a time when stu-
dents can be thankful for
their families and celebrate
food and fellowship.
However, there will be a num-
ber of students who won't be
able to return home for the
weekend. and instead
Thanksgiving' will merely
mean watching- countless TV
specials or parades in the
solitude of one's school resi-
dence. After all. what's the
purpose of celebrating* a holi-
day if there's no one to cele-
brate it with?
So, after deep reflection,
I propose a toast to
TV. humankind's trustwor-
thy companion and bearer of
loneliness. Furthermore, I
suggest we pay homage
to our pal TV by giving rise
to a new Thanksgiving- tradi-
tion: a short., yet sweet list of
thankyou's:
Thank you, TV . . .
, . .for always being' available
(except daring important
sports playoffs and season
premiers),
. . .for blessing me with a 15
second attention span.
. . .for syndication in all its
glorious repetition.
. . .for giving us access to
other people's lives when 1
have none of my own to live.
.
. .for teaching* us the mean-
ing of success: marry rich or
marry the Bachelor(ette).
. . .for teaching' us: how to
count(channel 22) and
our letters (ABC , . .MTV).
And, last ofall: thank you for
still being my friend even
after I sold you out so I could
meet with my new best
friend, the computer.
Hear Say
Rarely is there a time when a
poor student, such as myself,
should sign out of Kazaa to
spend their hard earned
OSAP money on a CD. This is
one of those times. If you're
at all familiar with this punk
rock quintet from
Jacksonville, FL, you proba-
bly already know that they
are one of the most unique
bands in the genre today.
Yelloweard's combination
of traditional pop-punk with
the seamless inclusion of a
full-time violinist has set
them aside from the tradi-
tional branches of punk rock.
The latest release from
Yelloweard, entitled Ocean
Avenue, delivers more of the
same harmony driven punk
rock that has made them a
fan favourite at the Vans
Warped Tour the past two
years.
Ocean Avenue combines
faster-, more traditional, punk
songs with emotional and
personal ballads such as
"View from Heaven". The
album's first single, "Way
Away", examines the idea of
controlling your own destiny
and is a story of lead singer
Ryan Key's personal journey
over the past few years.
Whether you've been follow-
ing these guys since their
debut, One for the Kids
(2001), or are just discover-
ing them for the first time,
this album will not disap-
point. So what are you wait-
ing for? Go out and pick this
one up, it's worth every
penny.
Jeremy Black
Entertainment Wednesday October 8 ?nm24
Weekly JLyrtcs
"You'd rather see me in the pen
•then me andLorenzo roffin in the 'Benzo
(Beat tfia police outta shapesAnd when Tm finished, bring the yellow tape
To tape off the scene of the slaughterStill can't swallow bread and water"
Do you know these rebellious cop-killa lyrics? Sing them in
the shower perhaps? Be the first to send an email with the
song and artist name to wluentertainment@yahoo.ca and I'll
put your name or picture somewhere in the next issue, plus
you'll get a magical mystery prize CD!
Last week:
Anne Jones won a magnanimous victory, correctly guessing
that the weekly lyrics were from the Doors' "Twentieth
Century Fox". She is a true hero of music trivia. Her CD? The
new Rufus Wainwright disc. I have nothing bad to say about
it, surprisingly.
- Cfms, entertainment € fitter
'Entertaining" Sex 'Trtvia
Cleopatra is one of the most famous sexual per-
formers alive, meriting the Greek nickname "The
Gaper" for her, er, oral talents.
She was also reputed to have slept with over
5000 men and kept a jar filled to the brim with
buzzing; bees for her personal pleasures.
Top 5
Albums
...that are current country
hits:
5. Lonestar - "From There
to Here: Greatest Hits"
4. Tim McGraw - "Tim
McGraw and the Dancehall
Doctors"
3. Rascal Flatts - "Melt"
2. Dixie Chicks - "Home"
1. Johnny Cash - "IV: The
Man Comes Around"
CAITLIN HOWLEH
...that make me pass out
hardcore in strange places:
5. Hawksley Workman -
"Lover/Fighter"
4. The "Kathy's Moving to
Halifax" Mix CD
3. Massive Attack -
"Mezzanine"
2. Saves the Day - "Stay
What Yon Are"
1. In Flames - "Whoracle"
CHRIS CLEMENS
...to listen to when you're
feeling like a black militant:
5. Various Artists - "No
More Prisons"
4. NWA - "Straight Outta
Compton"
3. Public Enemy - "Fear of
a Black Planet"
2. The Coup - "Party Music"
1. Dead Prez - "Let's Get
Free"
WILBUR MCLEAN
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favourite. I will
developmental challenges. Every check out the archived shows at always serve you the first slice.
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gram single-subject seminars on . fiiilßf gpm
weekends. Study packages for HI lIVVIf H 111
MCAT, DAT, OAT, PCAT. Complete
sets of notes and practice tests with
detailed answer keys. For detailed Miranda,
information about each test, dates, Hope you had a great 20th birth- g , mm**.
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Your Roomies ■
Volunteer with the Friends Miranda,
Program Get some less violent roommates. WIRELESS- INTERNET
Volunteer a few hours weekly dur- T^e Cord
ing the school day and make a life
long difference to a child. Chad,
Volunteers are matched by the ' am sorry that you were unable to
Canadian Mental Health
'
see me in all of my violent
Association with children who gory...er, I mean glory. However.
need additional support at school. school should always come first!
FRIENDS operates in partnership
with the local school boards and
help children 415 years. Call 744- Marta, Ginny and Co.,
7645 ext 317 Remember that one time when you
were all naked? So do 1!
International Careers Teaching Your favountest Editor, Chris
Thousands of new jobs monthly! A Jennycakes, V
real opportunity for adventure. The I molest because I love. Ml A ■■ vH
College of Applied Linguistics is Oh, you know . ,
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Van Halen, Maiden, Whitesnake, ' would rather be molested by you
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Storage 570-0985, 136 Moore Trophy Husband,
Avenue S, Waterloo. If I had the time I would bake you ... jtl jjjgm
a dozen cookies. Wait, make that a HHBk
Adrian Jones Music School baker's dozen. Unfortunately time ,
Instruction in guitar, bass, voice is not something I have an abun- : jiik I
and theory. Located on bus route in dance ofand you never did get the ft <r A ; M M
up-town Waterloo. Learn from a phone call. I still love you >
professional recording and per- though... no worries. ■- : yWBPQBp
formingartist. www.adrianjones.org Trophy Wife jf
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early-morning coffee...so kind. You towards a career. Your Jg
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The Canadian Securities Institute is yjlril
theses, etc. will be perfect. Work is fetus,
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Arts
Screaming through the centuries
A BBC documentary takes a look at the story behind the
androgynous screaming figure we thought we knew
KATIE WEST
Arts Editor
"Why do people love this
image so much? It is a gen-
uinely disturbing- picture,
and yet people love the damn
thing-." From the lips of art
historians conies the remark-
able story behind the famous
Screaming" Figure.
What: Masterworks- The
Private Life of a Masterpiece
"The Scream"
When: Thursday October 9th,
TVO 10 pm. EDT.
In this BBC documentary,
experts contemplate the dark
lure of Edvard Munich's work
"The Scream" and explores
how and why this particular
scream found its lungs.
People have been drawn to
this painting from its cre-
ation in the late nineteenth
century, and, says one
expert, in the twenty-first
century it screams louder
than ever. The documentary
takes in in-depth look at the
idea behind the painting:
who or what is screaming?
The figure itself? Its oppres-
sive environment? Or, "the
absolute enormity ofpain but
a lack of ability to express
the intensity of the internal
state..." (as one speaker puts
it better than you or I or
probably anyone ever could.)
The story begins in 1892,
when Munch was on a walk
in Oslo and was overcome by
a blood-red sunset and a
scream that seemed to pierce
nature. Okay, that's it. You
really do have to watch, the
documentary.
Skip to today's take on
"The Scream" whose creation
took three years to develop
and now has 105 versions- at
least 100 are prints. The
Screaming Figure used to
represent a universal icon of
fear, angst and all of those
other emotions that beg' to
stay silent. But Munch .man-
ages to articulate a distinctly
human cry in his work and
finds a voice for sickness,
death, insanity and all of the
other plagues that burden us.
In present day, though, hav-
ing enjoyed an existentialist
position of individual doubt
and preeariousness, the
Screaming Figure has
become since the 1990s a
widely ironic image. You and
I know it as "that poster,"
with a probable reference to
"Home Alone".
This sense of mock horror
in a sense pays tribute to the
image but emotionally robs
In the blood-red
strokes of the sky,
there is a line of
graffiti that reads,
"this can only have
been painted by a
madman."
the painting* of its power. In
toys, jokes and caricatures,
the fig-ure is taken out of its
natural landscape, and dis-
torts the original cry of
despair uttered by man and
nature. But check out the
documentary so you know
the story behind that poster
on your wall. And to end on a
freaky-interesting note: there
is a line of graffiti in the
painting's strokes of the sky
that reads, "this can only
have been painted by a mad-
man."'
Contributed Photo
This androgynous character that originated from genuine despair is
now mass-produced and has taken on an ironic connotation
Laurier's theatre infanticide
Laurier used to have a theatre
program? Dave Neate explains
Dave
Neate
Guest
Columnist
The Laurier Theatre
Program. That sounds
strange: we don't have a
Theatre program do we?
Well, the answer is no...but
we did about eight years ago.
At one point, it was possible
for students to come to
Laurier and major in Theatre
Arts. Students were able to
take a broad variety of class-
es that developed their skills
in the many spheres of enter-
tainment. Acting, directing
and playwriting were just
some of the courses once
available to students.
The brain behind this fas-
cinating program was Leslie
O'Dell who now teaches in
the English Department.
O'Dell was hired by the uni-
versity in 1983 to replace Jim
Clark who suddenly passed
away. Clark had begun to
develop a small theatre move-
ment within Laurier to that
point, setting' the ground-
work for G'Deil, who realized
her opportunity and ran with
it. The Theatre program
became her baby and like a
baby, it began to grow rapid-
ly to the point where stu-
dents could take it as their
major.
The theatre pro-
gram became her
baby, and like a
baby it began to
grow...
Though never a large fac-
ulty, the department would
put on two shows per year: a
drama and a musical. The
musicals included such
favourites as "Guys and
Dolls" and "Evita" and the
dramas were often
Shakespearean selections.
Performed in the Theatre
Auditorium, the shows
attracted audiences of both
students and surrounding
community members.
Theatre students were active
all over campus. Sometimes
they helped the Business
Department by acting out
case studies for student
analysis, and other times
they directed operas for the
Music Department. The pro-
gram got everyone involved,
including Fred Nichols him-
self who was up on stage
doing some acting!
It's clear that the Theatre
Department that once existed
here at La urier was an enter-
taining, helpful, communal
group that really worked to
bring the Laurier community
together...so you're probably
asking. "What happened to
it?" Well, as it is so often
with cuts and budgets
around our school and
province-wide, in short, the-
atre got the axe. The univer-
sity was forced to make a
decision as to whether to fur-
ther develop the program or
cut it all together.
The fact of the matter is
that theatre classes required
a small size and this did not.
and still doesn't, make sense
in an accountant's mind.
Professor O'Dell was able to
teach either 214 students in
English or 10 - 20 students
in theatre; thus, it was decid-
ed that she was not being
used to her full capacity as a
theatre professor. So unfor-
tunately, Dr. O'Dell, a highly
trained individual in the art
of theatre was forced to let
her program go. The last
production put on by Laurier
students was in 1995, and
after that the theatre pro-
gram was folded up and filed
away Luckily, Dr. O'Dell still
teaches classes at Laurier
including an "Acting for
Singers" course.
Unfortunately, Laurier
lost its theatre program and
we seem to still be moving in
this same old direction in
high schools around the
province. Talks of cutting
various art classes out of sec-
ondary schools have become
far too common, leaving us
with "practical" subjects that
will get us into the business
program at Laurier but will
not get us an emotional out-
let or a chance to showcase
our creative talents.
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Amateur Photo Contest
Photo Submissions: $5 per submission, no digital enhancement
BLACK AND WHITE ONLY!!
Submit photo with name, brief description of shot, including film,
shutter speed, apeture, email address and phont number to the
"Photo contest Mailbox" Student Publications Office
First prize: Free darkroom lessons OR 25 sheets of photo paper and
3 darkroom trips.
Top four photos will be published in the Cord
Submit photos by NOVEMBER 15TH, 2003
Gordon Pennington, Advertising/Media Strategist and former Director
of Marketing for Tommy Hilfiger, visits Laurier on Wednesday,
October 15th. Pennington will provide provocative lectures on
advertising in today's society and help you discover who or what you
are following. You are invited to attend the following lectures:
"Media Meltdown: What Advertising is Really Telling Us Today?"
Wednesday, October 15 at 11:30 am in IEI, WLU
"Media Meltdown: The Missing Message"
Wednesday, October 15 at 7:00 pm in IEI
' 1 rr< >
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Arts
Just trying to pay the Rent
Broadway's Rent, a play about love and relationships
begins its North American tour in Kitchener-Waterloo
JENNIFER ASSELIN
News Editor
As a kid I always found it
hard to sleep the night before
I was going- to partake in
some exciting- event due to
pent-up energy and anticipa-
tion. This was the exact feel-
ing I got when I realized I
was going to attend the trav-
eling production of
Broadway's Rent right here
in Kitchener. Tossing and
turning the night before was
to be expected, as I've wanted
to see Rent for what seems
like forever, and last week's
performance at "Center in the
Square" did not disappoint.
A powerful story based on
Puccini's Opera La Bohenie,
Rent's story is structured
around a group of friends
struggling in the cold streets
of New York. Some are
plagued by the devastating
world of AIDS and they all
are trying to deal with the
relationships in their lives
and learning the ultimate life
lesson about seizing the day.
because tomorrow is never
promised.
From the opening number
"Rent" to the finale of "Your
Eyes," Rent captured the
attention of the audience and
kept them wanting- more.
The majority of the east
members are new to the
story, a concept that the cre-
ator of the show, Jonathan
Larson, strove for in his idea
of what Rent was to be - a
play involving' youthful per-
formers who had some con-
nection to their characters
and whose own spirits would
add new dimensions to them.
Last Tuesday's performance
was the first in their touring
schedule. Despite the inexpe-
rience in playing their roles,
the actors did an amazing
job, performing- with strong-
voices and enthusiastic por-
trayals of the material they
were given.
The strongest perform-
ance of the night was thatby
Marcus Paul James playing
Tom Collins. Though not one
of the two main characters,
James stood out with his
solos time and time again.
Playing an HIV positive com-
puter genius in love with
Angel, a transvestite street
drummer who is also infected
with HIV. James' raw emo-
tion was evident in the
reprise of "I'll Cover You" in
the second act. The song-
reflected on his love for
Angel who died from the dis-
ease inflicted upon the major-
ity of the cast and his per-
formance brought fears to
many spectators.
Another favourite per-
formance came from The
Company in their rendition
of '"La Vie Bolieme/I Should
Tell You." In a song where
the characters give an enthu-
siastic inventory of their lives
and inspirations, the cast
came together and. made the
audience feel like a part of
their world. The song out-
lines different people and
things that have made an
impact in their lives with
classic lines involving refer-
ences to dildos. Pee-Wee
Herman and "mueho-mastur
bation".
During* Jamie Lee
Kirchner's solo as Mimi
Marquez, a professional
dancer with a drug problem
and infected with AIDS, the
audience struggled to under-
stand the words of the song*
as Kirchner was breathless
from putting so much into
her dancing- and projection,
Constantino Moroulis, as
Roger, one of the main actors
struggling- to the pay the
rent, is also infected with the
HIV virus. Moroulis and
Brian Gligor playing Mark,
the narrator of the story and
Roger's roommate, had great
chemistry as did Gligor and
Rebecca Jones as Joanne, the
new girlfriend of Gligors ex,
Maureen, now a lesbian.
Still following? Although
the plot seems confusing on
paper, the performances
speak for themselves and are
able to spell out the trials and
tribulations within all of
these relationships for any-
one not yet obsessed with the
story.
The most poignant
moment of the musical was
also one of the simplest.
When the company came
together at the beginning of
the second act they lined up
at the front of the stage and
without any frivolous dance
moves or showy props, they
purely sang' the most recog-
nizable song of the play,
"Seasons of Love." Every note
was hit and the result was a
moving and memorable
reminder to "Measure your
life in love."
Overall, Rent is an experi-
ence to be had, although
Larson didn't live to see the
production win four Tony
Awards and the 1998 Pulitzer
Prize for Drama. He died the
day the first performance
was scheduled from an aortic
aneurysm at age 35, Rent
remains, and he should be
proud of the impact it has
made on so many people
which now includes those in
Kite hener-'Waterloo.
Contributed Photo
Top: Maureen and Joanne are hot lesbian lovers; left: Collins and
(transvestite) Angel, are also hot for each other;
Contributed Photo
Top: Maureen and Joanne are hot lesbian lovers;
left: Collins and (transvestite) Angel, are also hot for each other;
Art straight from hell
THOMAS THOMPSON
Special Projects Editor
Art historians have often
suggested that artists thrive
in. times of great social
upheaval: Weimar Germany
during the 192G's is an excel-
lent example of such a peri-
od . Likewise, this week's
artist lived in such times.
Sixteenth century Flemish
painter Pieter Bruegel the
Elder was at his peak during
the Reformation. Very little
is known about the early life
of Pieter Bruegel but there
has been speculation that he
was born to a peasant family
and his artistic talent was
recognized very early on in
his life. The few records that
exist indicate that he was
registered into the Guild of
St, Luke in Antwerp in 1551
along with 36 painters and
craftsmen.
There is still debate about
his actual age of admittance
into the guild; it might have
been at the extraordinarily
young age of 23 or maybe
older. no one knows.
Nonetheless, Pieter Bruegel
the Elder's work is known for
its technical mastery, which
made him not only one of the
accomplished artists of his
time but also well-remem-
bered today, because his work
captured the essence of the
time period he had lived in.
For the majority of his
career Bruegel lived in
Antwerp, which in his time
was one of the largest and
most modern centres of inter-
national commerce and trade.
Despite his urban setting one
of the most famous themes in
his work is that of the peas-
ants' life. Bruegel had excep-
tional skill| in portraying
their hardships and joys. In
the later years, a series "The
Seasons" was commissioned
by one of his admirers, each
painting portrayed a differ-
ent aspect of peasant life
throughout the year. The
series included the surviving
paintings titled
"Haymaking," "Harvest,"
"Hunters in the Snow" and
"The Dark Day."
The sixteenth
century was an
intense time for
the Flemish people.
His arguably more com-
pelling works (though lesser
known) are Bruegel's paint-
ings that deal with morality.
The sixteenth century was an
intense time for the Flemish
people, Brueghel's artistic life-
time coincided with the
Reformation which has been
considered, historically
speaking*, the beginning' of
the development of Modern
Europe. For the Flemish and
Dutch people it was also a
time of religious strife. In
1583 the Hapsburg* monar-
chy increased the power of
the inquisition in order to
suppress the growing
Protestant influence in their
territories. Authority figures
often used torture and execu-
tion, including' being burnt
at the stake, to keep control
of the populace. At that time
in Antwerp historians noted
that it was common for
underground Calvinist move-
ments to print pamphlets at
this time and for Flemish
patriots to brawl with
Spanish soldiers sent by
Hapsburg's to maintain order
in the country.
Throughout his profes-
sional career, Bruegel paint-
ed several works dealing
with these concepts. It was
also a theme that would be
picked up and emphasized by
his son Pieter Brueghel the
Younger.
"Dulle Griete" also known
as "Mad Meg'" (1564) is a
powerful allegorical expres-
sion of this time period.
There is much controversy-
still related to the symbolism
of this painting* but it is tied
to the legend of St. Margaret
vanquishing the devil. Robert
Delevoy in his biography on
Bruegel and his artwork
describe Meg as an apocalyp-
tic figure that strides boldly
forward through a landscape
of chaos and fire. Amongst
the figures of the landscape
there are figures that are
interpreted as the folly of war
and several figures repre-
senting vices such as sexual-
ity, sodomy and carousing.
In 1569 while he was in
his mid-forties, Pieter
Bruegel the Elder passed
away from what was believed
to be a stomach ulcer. His
legacy was cut short.
_
but
both his sons Jan and Pieter
Brueghel the Younger both
followed the footsteps of their
father and continued to suc-
cessfully produce images oi
similar theme and style.
Coming up next week:
Rembrandt and Baroque art.
Contributed Photo
"Mad Meg" by Bruegel: At first glance, this piece of artwork isn't
obviously from hell...but it is, though...it is.
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